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( FROM THE EDITOR } 


by Andy Lien 


At Last 


At last. 

At last, the people of Minnesota can marry the loves of their lives, 
gay or straight. Whether sung by Billie Holliday or written on the 
cover of this magazine, the sentiment is an acknowledgement to an 
end of an era and the beginning of a new one. For this community re- 
garding this issue of marriage equality, all of the metaphorical “lonely 
nights” are over in Minnesota’s history, “...and life is like a song.” 

Sure, in each of our lives, life might not be so song-worthy; plenty 
of us are looking for our loves, some of us are leaving our loves, and 
some of us have no interest in love...but at least there is the legal op- 
tion for recognizing love. 

In these pages, you'll find people who are, at last, married. For 
the first time, or the second. Is it remarrying to get married a second 
time? Supermarried? Legally married? Civilly married? So many dif- 
ferent terms to cover relationships that had to improvise and come up 
with their own versions of commitment. At last, there is one term and 
one frame of reference for all who want those rights and that recogni- 
tion for their commitments. At long last. 

At last we have a Wedding Issue that history has caught up with; 
after three previous comprehensive Wedding Issues, this is the first 
to be just as legitimate as same-sex marriage in Minnesota. We’re 
celebrating three months of marriage, since August 1, and Minne- 
sotans are living proof that same-sex marriage doesn’t lead to the 
downfall of humanity. Since Minnesotans started marrying, New 
Jersey has joined the ranks of giving rights to same-sex couples 
who wish to wed and Oregon has declared that its citizens’ feder- 
al rights will be upheld if they were married in a state that allows 
same-sex marriage (even though Oregon hasn’t legalized it, yet). 
The Supreme Court of the United States’ decisions to give Califor- 
nians back the freedom to marry and to strike down the Defense of 
Marriage Act’s Section 3 are making many people reconsider both 
their official and personal positions on same-sex marriage. The tide 
is turning, but in bits and pieces. 

I was in Philadelphia a few weeks ago for Outfest with other mem- 
bers of the media that feature the rainbow community. Being able to 
talk to peers who are not only in my industry, but also in my niche, 
was priceless. Each publication represented was from a different re- 
gion of the United States; but only two of us out of five are from states 
that have marriage equality and nondiscrimination laws for employ- 
ment. Some of the states are looking toward having a ballot vote in- 
volving marriage equality sooner or later, others might be looking to 
legislators to do like Minnesota did. Perhaps a few might have some 
courts who are hearing cases about same-sex marriage. I took a step 
back and noticed that my talks with them about Minnesota’s fight 
for marriage equality were in the past tense. It's been a matter of 
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months, but I sounded like a seasoned veteran of marriage equality. 
A seasoned veteran of three months. 

Гуе noticed that I slip into that “life is wonderful, we're awesome" 
way of referring to the freedom to marry, too, when I talk to friends 
and family from states that have yet to recognize and implement 
equal rights for the GLBT community. ГЇЇ be talking to a friend in 
Wisconsin as if they've got the same rights that we do in Minnesota 
just to be gently reminded that, “Andy, we don’t have marriage here." 
With those words, the wind is sucked from my sails and I see again 
just how much work is left to be done. 

Walking around Philly's Outfest that Sunday afternoon, I reveled 
in the fact that Philadelphia has its own officially named “Gaybor- 
hood." Blocks and blocks of the City of Brotherly Love are given this 
credibility and notoriety. In addition to this geographic area and con- 
centration of bars, eateries, and community resources, there's a his- 
toric marker near Independence Hall indicating that significant gay 
rights demonstrations began in Philly and predated the Stonewall 
activities in New York City. Philadelphia is steeped in freedom and 
rights, both old and new. You could feel it in the cobblestone. 

And then I realized that I hadn't seen one indication that the 
GLBT community in Pennsylvania was doing anything about mar- 
riage equality. Coming from Minnesota and a couple of years of ac- 
tive campaigning against the marriage amendment and for marriage 
equality, I had to do a double-take. At our events, we couldn't help but 
see something about marriage every way we turned. If you dropped 
a person into Loring Park during Pride (or any of the other Pride 
celebrations across the state), that person would know exactly what 
was happening in terms of marriage equality in a matter of ten min- 
utes time. 

Not in Philly. I saw no organized marriage equality effort at Out- 
fest. I was shocked. I did not feel hope, I did not feel like “life is won- 
derful, we're awesome." I did not feel like the community was equal 
with the straight community, despite the Gayborhood and freedom 
fighters of yore. 

Not to draw too judgmental of a conclusion, but Minnesota has 
marriage equality and Pennsylvania does not. We know how much 
time, money, talking, signage, and effort it took to achieve marriage 
equality. How will it happen across the country? 

Perhaps we should sit down and have a couple conversations with 
the folks in Philly. 

Congratulations, everyone. Revel in our own history here in Min- 
nesota. We may not have cobblestones, but we have conversations. 
And they build and build. 

With gratitude and love, 

Andy O 
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{ A WORD IN EDGEWISE | 


by E.B. Boatnev 


Where There Is Love, There Is Life 


Since August, I’ve been vicariously enjoying, via e-mail and Face- 
Book, the burgeoning same-sex marriages around the Twin Cities. 
Saturday, October 12, I was honored to attend the nuptials of two 
dear friends. 

They've been together over twenty years, through good times and 
the difficult, and are moms of twins just on the cusp of ‘tween. The 
kids were in from the engagement—designing and illustrating the 
invitations, choosing the flavor and frosting on the cake, standing up 
as ring bearer and bridesmaid at the ceremony. 

It was a home event, with some forty friends, families and chil- 
dren in attendance. After signing the necessary documents, the rabbi 
invited the guests to draw near. Using a doorway arch as a canopy, he 
delivered a short, heartfelt service, and after the traditional smash- 
ing of the wine glass underfoot, pronounced the couple legally mar- 
ried in the state of Minnesota. He added that after more than twenty 
years together, creating home and family, the ceremony simply rein- 
forced a union that already existed. 

Watching, eyes moist, it was difficult for me to realize that not 
everyone will acknowledge the love my friends shared that evening. 


Find TACORI wedding bands and engagement rings 


in the Twin Cities only at Arthur’s Jewelers. 
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But they are legion. 

Apostle Dallin H. Oaks, addressing the biannual general confer- 
ence of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints stated that 
while states and nations may legalize same-sex marriage, human 
laws “cannot make moral what God has declared immoral.” 

Oaks, a former Utah Supreme Court justice, allowed that “the 
faith’s stance against same-sex marriage might be misunderstood 
or prompt accusations of bigotry,” yet he nevertheless proclaimed, 
“And unlike other organizations that can change their policies and 
even their doctrines, our policies are determined by the truths 
God has declared to be unchangeable.” Not to single out the LDS 
church—it is not unique. Despite the evidence that we are but talking 
dots on a tiny blue marble whirling in the cosmos, many faiths insist 
that they alone know the mind of the Infinite. 

Meanwhile, my friends’ kids and the other youngsters that danced 
together into the evening are entering a different world. A world 
where love abounds, where “unchangeable” is not used to stifle lives. 
Intuitively, they are busy learning to live by Ghandi’s words: “Where 
there is love there is life." O 
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( POLITICS | 


Election 13 - WHERE DO THESE 
PEOPLE COME FROM? 


Another election cycle is in the process of winding down. It is 
amazing how the DFL has come to hate the new process of Ranked 
Voting, which was the darling only a few years ago. It has, some- 
one finally figured out, weakened the DFL party hold on the city 
of Minneapolis. The endorsement process has become less impor- 
tant. Now with this new system there are more options for voters. 
Accidents happen, too. In a truly one-party system with Ranked 
Voting, the people now have a chance to change the city. Oh, oh, the 
machinery is losing control!!! 

This process allows for the crazies to come out of the woodwork, 
too. Making their claim to fame are a whole bunch of people who are 
communists, socialists, anarchists, and a whole host of do-gooders 
whose sole qualifications for office seem to be that they are breath- 
ing. This is America and you do not have to have brains to run, let 
alone sit in office; sometimes for years at a time. Let us hope that 
the voters have enough brains to sort out and rid ourselves of people 
who are either seeking employment because they are out of a job, or 
clinging to a position because, well, frankly, they couldn’t hold down 
a job in the private sector. 

The following are the endorsements of Lavender Magazine, in the 
hope that this city will improve and not continue to edge toward the 
cliff and think, like a lemming, that we can swim out of sight of land 
and not drown: 


Mayor of Minneapolis: Mark Andrew. He is the only real can- 
didate with government and private sector experience who has com- 
mon sense. (Betsy Hodges was one of the major pushers of taking 


over Excel Energy and have the city be responsible for your energy, a 
totally ludicrous $5 billion dollar debt position for the city). 


Minneapolis City Council Ward 3: Jacob Frey. Without a 
doubt there is great NEED for change in this ward. Jacob Frey’s ex- 
perience as an attorney will only help his ward and this city. 


Minneapolis City Council Ward 5: Ian Alexander. Ian Alex- 
ander is the one person who can help this ward the most and bring 
new, thoughtful leadership that is very much needed. 


Minneapolis City Council Ward 6: Robert Lilligren. Rob- 
ert’s twelve-year experience in the city council shows great growth 
and wisdom in his deliberations. It is appalling that at the DFL ward 
convention in April Robert was harassed by Muslim delegates calling 
him “faggot” openly and loudly. The Republican Party is not the only 
party with a religious problem. 


Minneapolis City Council Ward 9: Charles Curtis. Charles 
Curtis should be the voice to replace that of retiring Gary Schiff. As 
an attorney he has the breadth of mind, education, and foresight to 
think of the future and plan accordingly. 


Minneapolis City Council Ward 10: Meg Tuthill. Meg Tuthill 
has worked hard for the 10^ Ward. She is the most practical candi- 
date in her ward and she deserves reelection. Her previous 30 years 
of small business experience is badly needed on the city council. O 
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( THE BIG PICTURE } 


by Alyson Newquist 


Eclipsed by Equality 


Prior to marriage equality in Minnesota I was truly as married to 
my wife as I could be in Minnesota. Having had a wedding in July 
2011, legally making our last name the same, and saying “wife” and 
“married” made real my marriage. I was married, even to those who 
didn’t care, didn’t have a clue, or who would soon fight vehemently 
against my right to legally marry. 

When marriage equality arrived in Minnesota in May of 2013 it 
brought a strangely omniscient narrative with it. As more folks be- 
came more comfortable talking about same-sex marriage, which I 
was often a stranger's only reference point for, I saw my marriage 
disappear in their eyes as if it was something That Didn’t Exist Yet. 
August 1st became like a collective-conscience gay marriage Kick- 
starter deadline. If we hit it with enough support we’d all exist. I be- 
came intermittently infuriated and elated throughout summer. 

I realized soon after marrying how the words I used regarding 
my marriage had so much power that I said them almost with duty. 
Not saying them became an offense to my marriage and to the future 
of marriage equality. At a certain point I realized that on almost all 
occasions where I veered toward disuse of the word “wife” it was to 
be received by a person who had no clue if I could get married to a 
woman. I became a reference point for that person’s experience with 
gay marriage and it then existed for them regardless of legal stand- 
ing. It was happening. 

I rarely got asked if my marriage was legal because those who 
were in the know knew like we did that it didn’t matter if it was legal 
in some other state in 2011 or 2012 because we lived on Minnesota 
soil where it wasn’t recognized. And those who were not in the know 
didn’t know. It was liberating because we lived with words and acts 
making marriage real, not laws, and every time the words were used 
and the acts revisited we created same-sex marriage. Legal or not. 
And then Marriage Equality happened in Minnesota, showing up in 
town like some old friend moving to your new school, and telling ev- 
eryone how you used to be (good or bad). Minnesotans became en- 
gaged on the subject and knew what I did or didn’t have a right to. I 
no longer dictated the realness of my marriage through my words 
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and the words I gave to others to use to refer to/discuss it. Strang- 
ers boldly asked questions about where I got married to discern if it 
was legal or not. They followed up my response of “in Minnesota,” 
with, “so are you going to get married again?” The questions were in 
earnest and I loved the discourse at first and have always been com- 
fortable answering questions for people who want to know about gay 
marriage. It was kind of glorious to have these conversations with a 
groom’s dad’s friend at a heterosexual wedding. I would come home 
from weekend-long trips planning weddings at our wedding venue 
and tell my wife word for word how much same-sex marriage was 
on the minds of Minnesotans since the marriage equality bill passed. 
About how folks from Iowa who didn’t outwardly seem to lean politi- 
cally leftward bragged about how they had it first. 

These interactions with awesome people who really wanted to 
show their support and process what marriage equality meant start- 
ed to eventually reveal to me that pre-legal gay marriage had sud- 
denly become “other than real” to people who may have only just 
realized it wasn’t real. All because of a piece of paper, an officiant, 
two witnesses, and consent. Things we have been fighting our asses 
off to have the right to and that I’m so amazed and grateful for. But 
that doesn’t change the feeling I have and reality I experience that 
legal marriage in Minnesota (coupled with the repeal of DOMA) an- 
nihilated collective acceptance of my pre-legal marriage and under- 
mined my prior use of the words wife and wedding and marriage. In 
fighting for the real, my marriage became make-believe other. For 
me getting gay married is an exuberant, happy, exhilarating, grateful 
but shocking reminder that my marriage was not real to most people 
prior to it becoming legal. It’s incredibly conflicting. 

As a wedding planner I am at the center of what same-sex wed- 
dings look like and I sob every time I hear “by the power invested in 
me by the state of Minnesota.” My eyes just welled up writing that. 
I’m ridiculously happy to have legal rights and for my in-laws to be 
actual in-laws. I’m excited that in a few years couples getting married 
won't have to think about this sort of thing. But I’ve been married 
since July 23, 2011, and nothing can change that. O 
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| Planning 


{ DO IT YOURSELF } 


by Kathleen Watson 


A THRIFTY, YET 
CLASSY AFFAIR: HOW 
TO (REALISTICALLY 
THROW A BUDGE | 
WEDDING 


When Krissy and I got engaged, we were through the roof with 
excitement. We were thrilled with the prospect of spending our lives 
together, and we couldn’t wait to legalize our commitment in front of 
all our friends and family. Two or three days into the engagement, 
however, I started to get overwhelmed by the amount of time and 
effort needed to plan a celebration that would elegantly capture our 
uniquely dorky, DIY style. More importantly, how the hell was I sup- 
posed to plan a wedding that would feel like the best party of our lives 
while not blowing our budget? As tempting as it might be to throw 
the most lavish party possible, we both recognized that one day is not 
worth spending the first years of marriage whirling in debt. Though 
we're still in the process of planning our impending nuptials, we've 
discovered that there are plenty of ways to plan an awesome wedding 
day without ruining our current, comfortable financial situation. 

We started our planning by setting a budget that we felt would be 
reasonable for a one-day event, keeping in mind that a bit of wiggle 
room would allow us to make the day special. Though the average 
American wedding costs between $18,000-25,000, we agreed to aim 
for $15,000 (excluding honeymoon). We then compared several wed- 
ding budget planners from different planning resources, and we cre- 
ated one that included everything we felt we needed for our wedding. 
(We were especially excited to cut all the groom's expenses. ..until we 
realized that we then had to double all the bride's expenses.) 

After our list of necessary expenses was complete, we discussed 
what we each felt we needed to splurge on, and what we could do 
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without. I couldn't live without live music at our ceremony, but I could 
survive without a DJ at the reception. Krissy requires a getaway car 
with flair, but she was more than happy to rule out the use of a tra- 
ditional limo. We both found it extremely unnecessary to go all-out 
with our dresses, though we both felt that we each deserved an actual 
wedding dress of some sort. Needless to say, being able to prioritize 
and compromise allowed us to see exactly WHERE we wanted our 
money to go, and we could plan accordingly. 

Our financial planning also included a thorough analysis of any 
hidden costs we could possibly imagine. We had to plan for shoes, un- 
dergarments, hair accessories, and jewelry to complement our wed- 
ding dresses. (We were surprised to discover how much “stuff” went 
on underneath the gown to hold everything in place.) Though the 
bridal attendants would be providing their own clothing, we had to 
consider the cost of the gifts we planned to give our bridal party. Our 
reception venue budget also had to include the cost of tables, chairs, 
linens, sound system rental, servers, bartenders, and a liquor license. 
Creating this exhaustive list of additional costs armed us for thorough 
discussions with potential venues, and we were able to quickly elimi- 
nate any option that was out of our price range or required us to use 
the services of their preferred—and often more expensive—vendors. 

The problem with most advice we found on how to save for wed- 
dings is that most suggestions were simply tacky. I am my mother's 
daughter—the “Tact and Decorum” lectures of my mother and grand- 
mother still ring true in my ears. I know it's not proper etiquette to 
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If youre set on holding your wedding 
at a particular place, but it's out of your 
price range, ask about weekday rates. 


send Facebook invites for your wedding, nor is it anything but tacky 
to ask for monetary gifts to help pay for your honeymoon. Guests at a 
wedding should truly feel like guests and should not be encouraged 
to “BYOB” or “bring a dish to share.” But most of these lessons in 
etiquette are shunned by columnists who condemn necessary for- 
malities as “antiquated.” Though our wedding will be anything but 
traditional, I believe there are simply some things you can and can- 
not do at a wedding. Our goal, therefore, has been to find TACTFUL 
ways to save on our overall cost of our wedding. The following are 
our suggestions on ways to save without compromising the integrity 
of such a special day. 


THE FUNDAMENTALS: WHEN, WHERE, WHO 

One easy way to save thousands (yes, thousands) of dollars is to 
consider scheduling your wedding on any other day besides Saturday. 
Even booking a venue for a Friday can make quite a difference; when 
doing some research, we found that the price difference between Fri- 
day and Saturday bookings could be anywhere between $1000-3000! 
If you're set on holding your wedding at a particular place, but it's 
out of your price range, ask about weekday rates. Keep in mind that 
smaller restaurants, bars, and tap rooms create their rental rates in 
order to make sure they don't lose money by holding private parties. 
The most profitable day for most dining and drinking venues tends to 
be Saturday, so prices will inevitably reflect their standard profit for 
the day. In addition to being more likely to get your first choice of 
dates (those fall Saturdays tend to be booked up a year in advance), 
you'll be able to keep your budget. 

In addition to being flexible with timing, keep your mind open to 
less traditional ceremony and reception venues. I was initially set on 
having a farm wedding, until I realized how expensive and often in- 
flexible most rural venues are. (Also, since “rural chic" is one of the 
most popular wedding themes of the year—thank you, Pinterest— 
these venues book up quickly) Once we started considering newer 
and more unconventional venues, we were surprised at the extreme 
difference in rental costs. An outdoor ceremony could easily take 
place in a Minneapolis park for $500, and the University of Minne- 
sota Arboretum has several beautiful gardens available for rent at a 
reasonable cost. Also, many of our favorite restaurants and taprooms 
were more than happy to rent their space for a reception. As avid local 
business supporters, we easily agreed on holding our ceremony and 
reception at a local tap room. Better yet, the rental price included all 
of the items on our “hidden reception costs" list. Because our venue 
is newer on the wedding venue scene, we were able to easily secure 
our desired date and save thousands of dollars. 

Though it's tempting to invite everyone to the best wedding of the 
season, practice restraint when compiling your guest list. Don't invite 
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all your co-workers, and refrain from discussing all your wedding de- 
tails with everyone in the office. Once you discuss wedding details 
with someone, it's easy to feel pressured into verbally inviting them 
to your wedding—just don't do it. Make an initial list of people who 
must be in attendance without consulting your social media sites; this 
will prevent you from inviting that one college friend whose only in- 
teraction with you is to “Poke” you on Facebook. Once you create 
your initial list, revisit it on a monthly basis and determine whether 
someone should be removed or added. Weddings should be personal 
and intimate, and they should involve people who are truly present 
in your life. Invite people who you intend to interact with throughout 
your married life, not people who would be fun for a party. 


THE FLAIR: ATTIRE, DECORATIONS, AND PICTURES 

An easy way to save major bucks is to keep yourself on a tight bud- 
get for wedding attire. For a wedding between two brides, the cost of 
two wedding dresses—each one fitting the bride's unique style while 
coordinating with the other bride's dress—can easily take up most 
of your budget. Remember that these dresses will only be worn for 
ONE DAY. Bridal consignment stores offer huge savings on previ- 
ously worn wedding dresses, and the style and size choices are end- 
less. (Krissy and I visited a bridal consignment store to find wedding 
dresses to wear when we rode Segways in the Pride Parade. We had 
a budget of $300, and we both found dresses that were so beautiful 
that many people asked if those were our actual wedding dresses. 
Pretty good deal, if you ask us.) Purchasing a previously-worn dress 
is budget-conscious, and no one will know your dress isn't brand 
new. Fortunately, Krissy and I are both pretty low maintenance when 
it comes to clothing, hair, and makeup. We plan to keep within our 
dress budget of $3000 by looking for shorter, less formal dresses that 
will go well with our more casual wedding. 

The most common—and most expensive—wedding decorations 
are the floral arrangements used in the bridal party and at the recep- 
tion. When planning your floral decorations, look to see which flowers 
will be in season at the time of your wedding. In-season flowers are 
much more abundant and affordable, and you won't be disappointed 
when you find you can't get your favorite flowers in January. Simpler, 
seasonal bouquets will absolutely suffice for the bridal party, and 
flowers can be used sparingly in the ceremony and reception decora- 
tions. Use any outdoor scenery or greenery to your advantage; plan 
an outdoor ceremony near gardens, water features, or sculptures 
for free decorations. At the reception, create centerpieces that use 
flowers sparingly. Use gourds or pumpkins as the focal points for fall 
receptions. Gussy up wine bottles, antique books, beer growlers, ma- 
son jars, or family heirlooms to make unique centerpieces that don't 
rely on expensive flowers. 
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When it comes to choosing photographers 
for a wedding, make sure to compare prices 
and evaluate what you're actually paying for. 


In order to document your engagement and your special day, it’s 
tempting to go all-out with photography packages. Engagement pho- 
tos are great for inclusion on Save the Date cards, but that’s pretty 
much it. If you’re set on getting engagement photos taken, keep your 
eye out for free photo session contests and Groupon deals, or have a 
shutter-savvy friend use a digital camera to snap some photos. When 
it comes to choosing photographers for a wedding, make sure to 
compare prices and evaluate what you’re actually paying for. Some 
photography packages will automatically include the services of two 
photographers, and some will have options for “apprentice” pack- 
ages. Evaluate your needs (how many hours you want covered, how 
many photographers you need, which moments you know you want 
captured), and make sure your package fits your needs. In order to 
save on reception coverage, send the professionals home early, and 
encourage guests to use their own cameras and get creative. Create 
an Instagram hashtag for your wedding, or use one of several awe- 
some wedding photo apps like WedPics and WedSocial. 


THE FUN STUFF: FOOD, BOOZE, AND WEDDING FAVORS 

Krissy and I love fun food, and we knew we had to find awesome 
eats without ruining our budget. In order to fit our more casual wed- 
ding, we gladly decided to forego the traditional plated dinner (which 
can cost anywhere between $20-70 per person) for a more casual 
option. Most caterers will offer buffet options that are substantially 
cheaper than the plated dinner, but don’t feel tied to even serve a 
traditional catered meal. Have the chef in your circle make large pans 
of paella, or plan a pig roast. Or, to capture the essence of local flavor, 
consider using your favorite food truck with several scrumptious op- 
tions for guests to choose from. If you’re planning a more formal wed- 
ding, consider serving heavy hors d’ oeuvres instead of a meal. An- 
other great, unique option is to hold an earlier wedding with a brunch 
reception (perfect for celebrations involving children, and for people 
who prefer to avoid the inevitable drunken end to the reception). For 
even sweeter savings, skip the traditional 3-tiered wedding cake and 
order festive cupcakes instead. 

If you’re like us, it’s impossible to imagine a wedding celebration 
without some sort of booze. Even though it’s far cheaper to simply 
avoid serving booze at a wedding, that was a price cut we really 
couldn’t justify. We realized, though, that the TYPE and AMOUNT 
of booze served can save quite a bit of money. Serving just beer and 
wine is substantially cheaper than having a full bar of mixed drinks, 
and it also prevents things from getting too rowdy. Since we are hav- 
ing our reception at a taproom, we chose to serve amazing local beer 
and have a gluten-free option available as well. In an effort to avoid 
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binge-drinking (those “free drinks for an hour” situations don’t al- 
ways end well), we plan to distribute drink tickets for three rounds 
of beer each (approximately $1,500); once the drink tickets are done, 
people will have the option of purchasing more beer. Just remember, 
tips for bartenders are NOT optional, and you should plan to tip at the 
end of the night for the total amount of booze purchased. 

Finally, most couples choose to have a small favor that guests can 
take home at the end of the night. A favor is a nice little “thank you” 
for guests, and they should be personal and thoughtful. It doesn’t 
have to be anything extravagant or expensive, but it should be some- 
thing useful or something tasty. Keep in mind that most trinkets are 
either forgotten at the reception or quickly thrown away at home, so 
shy away from inscribed bells, key chains, and anything that some- 
how resembles something purchased a tourist shop. Instead, offer 
mini bags of your favorite coffee, a bottle of your favorite beer tied 
with ribbon, handmade caramel apples, homemade jams and butters, 
or handmade pottery. Your guests will feel honored by the personal 
element to your favor, and they'll appreciate being able to actually use 
or consume it. 


A wedding doesn’t have to have a high price tag in order to be a 
success, nor do you have to go all-out to ensure a great party for your 
guests. Our plan to throw a celebration that reflects our personalities 
while avoiding all the stress of wedding-induced debt has only been 
capable due to a great deal of flexibility, creativity, and open commu- 
nication. By doing most of the work together, we’ve been able to keep 
a realistic handle on our finances and still get our dream wedding. 
At the end of the day on August 22, 2014, we will formally announce 
ourselves as Mrs. and Mrs., free of debt and full of love. 


If you’re willing to think outside the box, there are many ways 
you can easily shave $100-1,000 off your budget. Here are some 
additional ways to save: 

1. Have an outgoing, close friend get ordained online ($20-30) instead 
of hiring an outside party to officiate the wedding ($150-400). Writing the 
ceremony "script" together also allows for a uniquely personal ceremony. 

2. Create a garden that will yield the flowers and plants you plan to use 
in your wedding, or purchase flowers wholesale from a grocer or florist. 
Have the "green thumb" in your circle arrange the flowers. 

3. Skip printed programs for the ceremony. Everyone knows what's go- 
ing to happen—a wedding ceremony is pretty self-explanatory. Most cer- 
emony programs are either left behind or tossed, so you'll also be helping 
the environment by reducing the amount of waste produced. L1 
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by Shane Lueck 
You May kiss the Bride, Thanks to Google 


We all want important life moments — graduation, getting mar- 
ried, having a first born - to be perfect. Every last detail should be 
taken care of and the fewer the hiccups, the better. For many cou- 
ples, a wedding is a chance to celebrate love with all of the important 
people in your life. It also happens to be the largest, most compli- 
cated party you'll ever host. From tracking guest RSVPs, to picking 
the right florist, DJ and caterer, to coordinating every last detail with 
your wedding party, it’s no surprise that the process can become 
overwhelming and expensive real quick, turning even the most kind- 
hearted soul into “bridezillas” (or the occasional “groomzilla!”). 

Enter Google to the rescue! 

Google seems to be on a never-ending quest to make our lives easier, and 
I thank them for it. From maps to calendars, the search engine has come 
out with a resource to make nearly every aspect of life that much easier. But, 
wait for it, Google has made a big push into the wedding planning scene, 
launching a full-fledged planning portal for brides- and grooms+o-be. 

Google Weddings, launched just over two years ago, started small 
and relatively unknown, but has grown into a destination that houses 
wedding-specific templates in Google Sites, Google Docs and Picasa 
for save-the-dates, wedding websites, planning materials, tracking 
the budget, invitations and more. 

These customized, pre-made documents are not only incredibly 
organized and thorough in practically any detail you would need, 
they are also “smart” templates. This means that, for example, 
when typing in the cost of your dress, it will also update what per- 
cent of the budget you've spent, how much is left, etc. — automati- 
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cally! Math? Who needs it? Google's got you covered. 

How can this work for you? Take the simple address book as an exam- 
ple. Instead of emailing hundreds of guests and copy/pasting hundreds of 
addresses into a spreadsheet, you can send a Google form for guests to 
fill out, which will collect the addresses into a spreadsheet automatically. 

Can this get better? Yes. Because these documents, spreadsheets 
and forms live online in “the cloud,” you can easily get help by shar- 
ing them with your parents or bridal party, and you can access them 
from the bakery, bridal shop or anywhere around town using your 
smartphone. Plus, you never have to worry about versions and email 
attachments, because everything is always up to date. 

Simple, right? 

Having the tools to plan a wedding is a good start, but you also need 
to know what questions to ask when interviewing vendors and which fac- 
tors to consider when inviting guests or choosing music. To give you aleg 
up, Google has partnered with wedding planner Michelle Rago to provide 
tips and guidance. As an industry leader, she specializes in truly personal- 
ized weddings (check out her book Signature Weddings: Creating a Day 
Uniquely Your Own), making Rago the perfect advisor and spokesperson 
for your vision. Appearing in nearly every bridal magazine in the country, 
Rago also relishes passing on her experience with creating ultimate desti- 
nation weddings. Within almost every template there is a little bubble full 
of tips and tricks of the trade from Rago’s many years of experience meant 
to make the process (already made easy by Google) even easier. 

'To learn more about simplifying wedding planning with Google, 
check out www.google.com/weddings. 
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HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, Р.А. 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Real Estate, Criminal Defense, 
Civil Litigation, Business Transactions, Domestic Partnerships, 
Wills and Powers of Attorney, Professional Licensing and Discipline, and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


E 


m ka. Silence takes Ё 0 


Mental illnesses are common, with 1 in 4 people diagnosed at some point. 
Yet those with them often feel like an outcast. Let’s talk more, undo the silence, and make it ok. 


Make 1t@.org 
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[Q&A] 


by Julie Lyford 


GETTING MARRIED 
WITH JULIE Š BILL. 


Bill with Bill Hermann Entertainment (www.BillHermann.com) and Julie Lyford with 
Fabulous Functions (www.FabulousFunctions.com) are two of the most popular and 
sought after wedding professionals in the country and have been collaborating with 
couples for over 45 combined years to create beautiful, fun, unique, and memorable cel- 
ebrations. Have a question about getting married? They have the answers! 


Dear Bill and Julie, 

What are the top three wedding questions you are asked? 

Wow! That’s a tough one. As you might guess, we’ve answered 
hundreds of questions and each one is just as important to our cou- 
ples as the last. But, if we really had to narrow it down to the ones 
asked the most, these are our top three: 


#1 - How can I tell if a vendor is GLBT-friendly? 
Ask! Be direct and be blunt if you have to, but remember the ven- 
dor may not actually know what GLBT means...so be specific. Try 


this: “Do you have a problem working with a gay couple?” or “Have 
ever worked with a same-sex couple?” 

Trust us, they may say that they are comfortable but if they haven’t 
actually worked with a GLBT couple they may find they are uncomfort- 
able and didn’t even know it. Check their website, do they have any 
images of GLBT weddings they have done? Ask for client references. 

Then, ask yourself: Am comfortable with this person? Do I like 
them? Do I trust them? If you answer “no” to any of those questions, 
then this vendor relationship is just not the right fit. If you answer 
“yes,” do whatever it takes to work with them, you will thank us. 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES pa. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 24 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Injuries/Auto Accidents 

* Second Parent Adoption * Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution • Probate BRASS PERSONAL TRAINERS 
. Prenuptial Agreements ° Business Law WHAT PERSONAL TRAINING SHOULD BE 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice * Bankruptcy 


= AUSSI 


PERSONAL TRAINING FACILITY 


ient Dov 


б leve 


612.332.5100 


www.cloutier-law.com 
Elizabeth Cloutier 12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
PFLAG Member FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


5740 BROOKLYN BLVD. BROOKLYN CENTER, MN 55429 
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At North Memorial Clinic in Northeast, you'll find a primary 
care provider who will get to know you, your health and 
your individual needs. 


| 5 
Assisting People 
with Disabilities to... 


Lead independent lives by providing PCA Choice Service and 
employment opportunities. Contact us today to find out all we have to offer. 


Schedule an appointment now, 
call (763) 581-CARE, or go to 
northmemorial.com/northeast. 


North Memorial Clinic 


uM Northeast 
ontan с 327 Central Avenue SE 
Si». Metropolitan Center for Minneapolis, MN 55414 
z $ Independent Living 
^" 
% $ 1600 University Ave. Suite 16 • St. Paul, MN 55104 
Paia Sai (651) 646-8342 * www.mcil-mn.org 
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Continued from page 30 


Cupcake truck? Yes, please! Photos courtesy of A Cupcake Social 


12 – How do I make my wedding unique without the whole 
thing just being about a GLBT wedding? I don't want it to look 
like unicorns and glittery rainbows all over the place. 

Don't count out the power and romance of well-placed unicorns 
and glittery rainbows. Actually, the answer is simpler than what most 
people will allow themselves to believe: Your wedding is about you 
and, by definition, it is and should be unique. Most people think that 
the only way to make things unique is to find things that no one has 
seen. That works, but what works better is choosing things that actu- 
ally matter to you. You choose to have off-white and antique roses? 


Why? Was it just because they're pretty or do those choices mean 
something to you, your family, your history, or-better yet-your sto- 
ry? Make sure to tailor those choices around who you are and what 
you like. Take it one step further and be sure you can communicate 
those reasons to your guests in some way. 

What is your favorite dessert? Cheesecake? Cookies? Ice cream? 
Then why do a traditional cake? Share your favorite dessert with 
your guests. 

Do you love a certain food truck? Have them roll up to the wed- 
ding with their specialty! Think of how awesome it would be to top off 


Continued on page 34 
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Celebrating Love is a Hilton Tradition 


* Contemporary Ballroom boasts 14'5 foot ceilings 
to accommodate up to 300 guests 


* Bloomington ChopHouse private dining room 
available for more intimate groups of 20 


* Central metropolitan location 
at France Avenue and Hwy 494 


Schedule your consultation with our wedding specialist today: 


Kelly Brabant 


Hilton 


KellyBrabant@bloomingtonhilton.com 

3900 American Boulevard West 

Bloomington, MN 55437 

www.bloomingtonhilton.com MINNEAPOLIS / BLOOMINGTON 


©2013 Hilton Minneapolis/Bloomington. All rights reserved. Images used with permission 
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BECAUSE Love KNOWS 
NO BOUNDARIES 


MARK MICHAEL DIAMOND DESIGNS 
Creating Jewelry As Unique As You Are 


7897 Main Street North * Maple Grove, MN 55369 
763-494-5700 * markmichaelinfo@aol.com 


Е FOR YOUR WEDDING, 
WE'RE YOUR PERFECT MATCH. 


HOW LONG HAVE YOU WAITED 
= ; LIIC Í ccm AV) 

FOR THIS PERFECT DAY? 

TOP IT WITH A PERFECT RADISSON RECEPTION 
* Your dream wedding & reception await you in our stunning ballroom 

* Incredible Friday, Saturday or Sunday wedding & reception packages 

* Dedicated staff to provide superb cocktail & dining services 

* Our event space accommodates 400 guests 

* Outdoor Courtyard is a perfect spot for intimate ceremonies 


Radisson Hotel Roseville , 

2540 N. Cleveland Ave. 

Roseville, MN 55113 a 4 б AK 
651-636-4567 — I — — 


1-800-333-3333 
www.radisson.com/rosevillemn 


through Ceremony 


To honor life's sacred milestones; 


A. Weddings 
Funerals and Memorials 
— Baby Blessings...and more 


Personal, meaningful, and 
memorable ceremonies 
created uniquely for you 


Reverend Debra Ting 
Ordained Interfaith Minister 
debratingQme.com 
www.debrating.com 
650-400-6698 


Mention this ad and receive 
10% off your purchase! 


RADISSON HOTEL ROSEVILLE 


PERRY COHN JEWELERS 


Welcomes You 


For the past 30 years, we have been specializing in fine jewelry, 
engagement and wedding rings, watches and crystal giftware. 


We are the best in the Twin Cities at Custom Designing 
and Manufacturing 


Please visit our website: 
perrycohnjewelersmn.com 


952.544.5136 


METROPOINT TOWER 
600 S. Hwy 169 Suite 160 
St. Louis Park, MN 55426 


STORE HOURS: 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat, 9:30 to 5:30 & Wed 9:30 to 8:00 


Email us at: ron@perrycohnjewelers.com and paul@perrycohnjewelers.com 


Picture your wedding in the Lyndale Park Rose Garden, overlooking Minnehaha 
Falls, atop Wedding Hill in Theodore Wirth Park, or at the foot of the Stone Arch 
Bridge in Father Hennepin Bluffs Park. These sites and more are available to make 
your outdoor wedding truly unique and memorable. Reception Sites available at 
Loring Park, Cowles Conservatory, Theodore Wirth Chalet or Picnic Pavilion and 
Ф the Columbia Manor. 
° 


Ф ay Minneapolis 
¢? Park & Recreation Board 


minneapolisparks.org 612-230-6427 ekosmoski@minneapolisparks.org HA 
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Continued feom page 32 


Natedogs® will please your guests. Photos by PhotogenInc 


a night of dancing with late night hotdogs! 

Allow your self to think way outside the box. Take Jason and 
Bill: One of them is an actor, the other is a playwright and producer. 
They had their wedding and reception behind the curtain of on off- 
Broadway stage, inviting their friends to showcase their talents at 
certain points during the day. As you might expect, it was wonder- 
fully memorable and as unique as they are. Remember as you begin 
to look at everything “wedding” that there is nothing that can’t be 
tuned in to you. Go ahead! You have Bill and Julie’s permission to 
make it about YOU! 


LAKE 
ELMO 


3 
Restaurant + Catering + Event Center 


World class catering without the downtown prices. 
Choose from any of our signature dishes...they're all sure to please! 


LakeElmolInn.com # 651-779-5994 Ф 3719 Layton Avenue N. # Lake Elmo 
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Customized invitations by PaperThick Ink. 


#3 - I have to order invitations but nothing I see is really 
*us." Where can I find the perfect, unique invitation? 

You don't have to find it, you can have it created for you. Work 
with an artist on Etsy to create something that is unique for the two 
of you. There are also local artists who can come up with wonderfully 
customized invitations. Set the tone from the beginning, don't settle 
for second best. O 


Ask Bill and Julie a question by sending us an email at bill(abillhermann.com or julie(a 
fabulousfunctions.com 


a 
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COUNTRY 227 


RESTAURANT AND ВАК 
BY CARLSON* 


All New Hotel and Restaurant with 


Award Winning Full Service Catering 


* Spacious Guest Rooms and Suites 

* Free Hot Breakfast 

+ Rehearsal Dinners, Gift Openings, Ceremony and Receptions 
+ Full Service Catering 

+ Beautiful Outdoor Courtyard Setting 


6003 Hudson Road, Woodbury, MN 
651.702.2765 or 651.702.2776 
greenmillcatering@ciwoodbury.com 


(612) 823-7257 You're Driving Home.. 
www.mulroysbodyshop.co Our Reputation! 


И PHOTO EVERYTHIN 
| BOOTH LiTiN: Wh ct du | vy 


GU G0 


Rent a Real 
Photo Booth 


Create Keepsake Memories 
For a Lifetime 


163-242-8090 


-LITIN PARTY SAVINGS : 


Grand tone ee ЗП ic = 40° OFF: 


Wedding Oficianis ' ‘PAR Yo "PAPER ho ш ыы) 


1134 E. Lyndale Ave. N. + Minneapolis 0” coupon per customer. May not b en * 
hue werd abe yutu ss, г (612) 343-4300 • epartypaper.com етра Coupon code LAV-EWI | п с 


Non-Religious Ceremonies 


434 E. Lyndale Ave. N. e Minneapolis, MN 55405 © (612) 343-4300 


2 buildings north of the Mpls Farmer’s Market e Free Parkinge Open 7 Days a Week 


мын Еси WWW.epartypaper.com 


Carolyn@; nts.com jersti ItS.CO! 
(612) 616- 3782 КОЛ 7866 


www.grandofliciants.com*info@grandoffiiantscom Unique & Affordable Wedding Supplies Superstore 
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you finally get to 
legally wed your part- 
ner in the state of Minne- 
sota. Do it up in style! Haven't 
been following the latest in wedding 
trends? Have no fear, Rachelle Mazumdar, 
director of weddings + events at Style-Architects, 
has been planning weddings and special events for 
over eight years. Here, she shares with us the top trends 
she is seeing with weddings to inspire you on how to achieve 
that glam wedding that will leave all wedding guests saying, “I do!" 


This beautifully branded, custom aisle runner tied , 
in the wedding's linens and cake as well as the Continued on page 38 
36 | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 13, 2013 couple's favorite poem by e.e. cummings. 


Escape to the wilderness without leaving anything behind. 


HOUSEBOAT VACATIONS 
| = 


Сотраѕѕ Коѕе 


Brass Ensemble 
Top quality, professional 
musicians for your wedding 
ceremony. 


www.compassrosebrass.com EE EL > i 1-888-883-2357 ° ebels.com 


VOYAGEUR HOUSEBOATS 


Margaret Dittrich — Jewelry 
Mary Opatz Herges — Oil Paintings 
Ann Opatz — Felted Wool Hats 


Ul, MN 55116 100 | f B THE 


651-2219 GRAND HAND 


www.laurelstreetflowers.com 3 E GALLERY 


619 GRAND AVENUE * ST. PAUL, MN 55102 * 651-312-1122 * THEGRANDHAND.COM 


Tom Wahlrobe Elizabeth Bell 


952-926-6927 952-926-6679 
www.metroretromusic.com www.belcantofour.com 


ў 


Jazz, Swing, and Blues for Artistic excellence 
all your special events 


„ahars 
2 
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STEP UP YOUR {FOOD AND WINE} GAME 

One of the most effective ways to create that 
glam wedding is by amping up the food and 
drink and creating more of an experience for 
your guests with some unique twists. Mazum- 
dar is finding that more and more couples are 
straying away from the traditional flow of ser- 
vice where guests are seated and immediately 
served salad, chicken, and then cake. If you are 
a foodie, Mazumdar recommends changing it up 
with a variety of food stations, a raw bar, or even 
coursing your meals with different food and 
wine pairings. “Couples can also put that person- 
al spin on their wedding by hand-selecting their 
wines and agreeing to pay the corkage fee," said 
Mazumdar. What about dessert? Instead of a 
cake, couples can create their own mini dessert 
bar (which make for not only satisfied guests 
but also beautiful photos, as well}! 


(DON'T) GO WITH THE FLOW 

Although there are always traditional ele- 
ments to every wedding, Mazumdar recom- 
mends leaving the “something old" to a different 
aspect of the wedding and keeping the flow of 
events fresh and modern. Many of Mazumdar's 
clients are adapting the East Coast-style of ser- 
vice. With this unique style of service, guests 
are often invited straight to the dance floor upon 
entering the room and sometimes dancing is in- 
corporated in-between the different meal cours- 
es. "In addition to keeping the guests engaged 
and entertained, it also helps with the overall 
energy of the event," says Mazumdar. Alongside 
this different way to actively engage your guests, Mazumdar is also 
finding that many couples are swapping the order of events, such as 
a pre-ceremony social hour. "This works especially well for Friday 
weddings, when guests are rushing from work. Having a cocktail 
right away allows guests to unwind and get in the festive spirit after a 
long week at the office," says Mazumdar. 


PUT A BRAND ON IT 

Another way couples can achieve a glam wedding is through incor- 
porating elements that are custom expressions of them. Mazumdar 
is finding that unique and personally branded weddings are replacing 
themes. "Branding is so much more than creating a monogram and 
slapping it all over your wedding," says Mazumdar. 

Mazumdar likes to sit down and learn about the couples' stories 
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Pin spots on florals and custom uplighting on the walls by Level 11 drew attention to the centerpieces and enhanced 
the space. 


before diving into the planning process. That way, bits and pieces 
that stand for the couple can be incorporated into the wedding-day 
elements. “It is important to keep the branding of the wedding cohe- 
sive," says Mazumdar. “Everything from the linens and paper materi- 
als to the cake should be stylistically consistent." 


LOUNGE AROUND 

Guest comfort plays a huge role in achieving that top-notch 
wedding. Mazumdar is finding lounge groupings as one of the hot- 
test trends in weddings. Additional seating is great for those non- 
dancing guests and creates more inviting areas for guests to mingle. 
“Whether it is full groupings of pieces or simply s-shaped benches, 
lounge groupings create a swanky, night club feel for your guests as 
well as generate movement in the room," says Mazumdar. 


Continued on page 40 > 
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DISCOVER STILLWATER.COM 
B ОО PEDES 7 nm 


> = == Thursday, November 21 EAVENDER’S she. 
A ROMANTIC, HISTORIC RIVER TOWN + ент a Nights 


Only minutes from the Twin Cities een Enjoy Third Thursday КОР at the Theater 


= z before the show! (Offer not available on 
Over 20 Unique Reception Venues Жо 6pm at MIA INSTITUTE OF ARTS previously purchased tickets) 


Join the Minnesota 
Zoo in partnership 
with Lakeville Liquors 
for a wine tasting that 
is wild, exotic and 

ll tropical! Enjoy lavish 
hors d'oeuvres and 

| music as you stroll 
along the Zoo's 
Tropics Trail. — 


wild about ү 


ts 


November 9, 2013 
5:30 until 8:30 p.m. 
$50 in advance | $55 at the door | $35 designated driver 


Reservation at mnzoo.org 


For more information, call 952.431.9200 
Adults only—21 years and older 
Proceeds support conservation programs at the Zoo. 


м4 
SH MINNESOTA ZOO 
= Celebrating 35 Years! 
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This hydrangea runner (designed by Martha's Gardens) surrounded by candlelight served 
as a stunning focal point in the room. 


MODERN GEOMETRIC STYLE 

For lovers of color and pizazz, Mazumdar recommends incorporat- 
ing some graphic patterns to achieve that “wow” factor to the design 
of your wedding. “This trend evolves from the geometric patterns 
appearing on the runways,” says Mazumdar. “However, I’m seeing a 
huge demand for modern, sleek designs in décor, cake design, and 
even wedding fashion. It’s a great way to infuse some style without 
the traditional ruffles, sequins, and bows.” 


CREATE A FOCAL POINT 

Of course, every couple wants a glam wedding with top-notch 
design finishes throughout. However, the burdened budget doesn’t 
always agree. Mazumdar encourages her couples to create different 
focal points throughout the room in order to “wow” guests without 
having to break the bank completely. “A cluster of chandeliers, a 
beautiful cake table, or a floral-heavy head table all act as great focal 
points that are sure to strike up conversation among your guests,” 
says Mazumdar. 


FIFTY SHADES OF BLUE 

Thanks to blue for being voted Pantone Color of the Year, it has 
now become a perfect palette for wedding and event décor. “I’ve done 
everything from turquoise blue paired with poppy red for a Fourth of 
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Calhoun Beach Club couple went graphic with a black, white and chartreuse cake by 
Gateaux Inc. 


July affair to deep, rich jewel-toned blues paired with orange florals,” 
says Mazumdar, who is finding these multi-seasonal cool blues ex- 
tremely red hot in weddings this year. 


LASER CUT 

A new trend showing up at weddings this year is laser cut designs. 
“Laser cutting is a technique for creating intricately cut patterns,” says 
Mazumdar. She is seeing this unique trend incorporated in everything 
from paper products and linens to wedding gowns and cakes. 


LIGHTS, CAMERAS, DANCING! 

Additional lighting is Mazumdar's most-encouraged décor must- 
have. Let's face it, flowers are expensive, and it's a shame to lose 
those beauties once the natural light dims and the dancing begins. 
“Whether through additional lighting fixtures, pin spots, uplighting, 
gobos, or moving lights, investing in lighting is the perfect way to 
transform your wedding reception or event space from standard to 
simply stunning,” says Mazumdar. O 


Style-Architects, the creative company which also designed and styled the men’s wed- 
ding spread this issue, is a boutique lifestyle services company dedicated to providing 
clients with imaginative and awe-inspiring weddings and events as well as distinctive 
styling services for both individuals and businesses. For more information on its ser- 
vices, visit www.style-architects.com and follow on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. 


A) ТШ 


Celebrate 


/ 
20% off 


Wedding Food & Beverage 
when you mention this ad 


DOUBLE TREE 


BY HILTON™ 


DOWNTOWN ST. PAUL 


411 Minnesota Street, Saint Paul, MN 55101 
T (651) 291 8800 F (651) 605 0263 
DoubleTree.com 


FRESH ROASTED 
IN MINNEAPOLIS 
FOR OVER 25 YEARS 


St. Helena Coffee Ground Estate 
Nepal Himalaya Organic 
Jim's 5 Star French Roast 


Jamaica Blue Mountam Pure And more... 


LINDEN HILLS ROASTERY 
2730 WEST 43rd ST. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55410 
ist FLOOR N SEARS & 
coo AM. 


BLOOMINGTON, MN 55425 pu ROYER 


~ Mail Order 1-800-2-finest— | AND PLANET 


is -. 


> ANDOVER | 


Your wedding is our specialty! 
Over 30 years of experience. 
or after August 1st! š Valley Floral 


We have many available dates on 
Free Consultation 
2 ny 651-439-0611 


763-754-6953 or 
Family owned in stilwater, ми Valleyfloralcompany.com 


www.CourtyardsofA ndover.com 


Aging isn’t easy. Q 
Caregiving doesn't need E lo ИШ 
to be hard. a 


#1 Mid-sized Business 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 
Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


Simply beautiful 


The Bigelow Chapel at United 


Weve been waiting for you. 


Contemporary elegance for all faiths. 
Email wedding@unitedseminary.edu or call Penny at 651.255.6145. 


^ 


ii UNITED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


OF THE TWIN CITIES UNITEDSEMINARY.EDU 
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NOT REQUIRED 


Men's Wedding Fashion at Le Méridien Chambers Hotel 
Styled and Produced by Style-Architects 


Photos by Armour Photography 


Wardrobe Stylists: Tim Creagan & Emily Klipp with Style-Architects 


Makeup: Nicole Fae 
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On Koy: Black suit 
coat ($898) and 
checked tie ($138) 
from J. Novachis, 
white shirt ($168) 
from MartinPatrick3, 
navy shoes ($298) by 
Cole Haan, palladium 
band ($1,425) and 
silver watch ($4,500) 
from JB Hudson 
Jewelers 


On Shane: Striped 
navy textured 
blazer ($498) and 
floral and striped 

tie ($188) from J. 
Novachis, white 
shirt ($168) from 
MartinPatrick3, rose 
gold polycarbonate 
ring ($3,060) and 
18K rose gold watch 
($25,700) by Cartier 
from JB Hudson 
Jewelers 


C elebratings 
Loves 


Sinces 1885 


ARMADANI 


9TH & NICOLLET | 612.338.5950 
RIDGEDALE | 952.591.0737 


JBHUDSON.COM 


Daw Neustowa CAFÉ ACCORDION 


"French flair and 
Bohemian attitude" 


—— [^Y 
Weddings/Parties/Events 


every Tuesday at 


The Loring Pasta Bar 


in Dinkytown 


cafeaccordion.com 
651-488-1174 


www.ariampls.com 
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Exquisite Sustainable Wedding Rings 


conflict free diamonds, eco-friendly gold 


Every moment, - » ^c. dm = 
a wake-up call. | 
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East Fourth Street Jewelry 
www.eastfourthstreet.com (612)735-1712 


MCNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER 
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 


200 Oak STREET S.E. MiNNEAPoLIs, MN 55455 * 612-624-9831 + www.mac-events.org 


“OUR WEDDING AT THE MCNAMARA ALUMNI CENTER WAS FANTASTIC. 
‘THE BUILDING IS GORGEOUS, INSIDE AND OUT. [HE FOOD BY 
D'AMICO WAS, OF COURSE, AMAZING. [HE FRIDAY NIGHT BOOKING 
DISCOUNT WAS AN ADDED BONUS. THANK YOU! THANK YOU!” 


—Jeanie and Larissa 


Affordable Rental Packages 


Stunning Architecture 


LARSMONT | م کي‎ Į 3% Adjacent 500-car Parking 
COTTAGES ON LAKE SUPERIOR - =) XD [ , R amp 


Two Harbors, MN | On Lake Superior é Tunnel connection to The 
| = РЯ Commons Hotel 


Introduce a new setting to your 


Award-winning 


life story this summer. Your luxury 


D'Amico 
cottage is tucked away on 40 acres a 
| ; Catering 
of private woods with 1,300 feet of 
Lake Superior shoreline, including е 
relaxing amenities and intimate iN e Po : T - 
gourmet dining. Your muse won't SA Ww 3 TA # WI ig ч} 
be disappointed. -— жаши 7 $ і A 


A. Memorial Hall 


888-226-7549 
larsmontcottages.com Call today for a tour or 
visit our website to check 


available dates, view photos, 
and sample floorplans. 


Due 
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On Koy: Grey suit coat 
$550) and grey suit pant 
ceno by Moods of Norway 
from.MartinPatrick3, light blu 
shirt ($135), bold stripe tie 


($105) and red pocket squar 
($35) from MartinPatrick3 ~~ 


On Shane: Navy plaid 

suit coat ($395) and navy 
plaid check pants ($195) 

by Moods of Norway from 
MartinPatrick3, white shirt 
($168) by Ted Baker from 
MartinPatrick3, striped tie 
($146) from MartinPatrick3, 
rose gold polycarbonate ring 
($3,060) and 18K rose gold 


atch ($25,700) by Cartier 
n Jewelers 
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Bondanza 


MICHAEL BONDANZA BRIDAL 


DESIGNER TRUNK SHOW 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 15 & SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16 
FROM 10 A.M. - 8 P.M. 


Ф SCHEHERAZADE 


Galleria • 69th & France • Edina 


952-926-2455 • www.sjewelers.com 


in 


On Koy: Light blue shirt ($135) 
and bold striped tie ($105) 

from MartinPatrick3, grey pant 
($270) by Moods of Norway from 
MartinPatrick3, navy shoes ($298) 
by Cole Haan, palladium band 
($1,425) and silver watch ($4,500) 
from JB Hudson Jewelers 


On Shane: Nayy check pant 

($195) by Moods of Norway from 
MartinPatrick3, striped shirt ($145) 
from MartinPatrick3, socks ($15.50) 
and black shoes ($198) by Cole 
Haan, rose gold polycarbonate ring 
($3,060) and 18K rose gold watch 
($25,700) by Cartier from JB Hudson 
Jewelers 


“Be Our First” 


Be our first Same Sex couple 
reception, receive a special 
discount and be featured in 

our advertising! 
CONTACT JAN KNUDTSON 
jknudtson@hngc.com 


Nation 952-556-5420 


HAZELTINE NATIONAL GOLF CLUB 
hazeltinenational.com/weddingsevents 


WEDDINGS & 
RECEPTIONS 


ON HISTORIC LAKE COMO 


wll 


BLACK BEAR 
CROSSINGS 


ON HISTORIC LAKE COMO 


Cafe and Banquet Center 


blackbearcrossings.com 
1360 North Lexington Parkway 


Saint Paul 


` 
D. AND TENT RENTAL 


Delivering Style to Your Space 


Photo-by-Robert Evans 


Tenting | Tables | Chairs | Lounge | Tabletop | Décor 
apresparty.com e Edina Showroom e 952.942.3399 


Simple elegance in the park 


Ceremonies overlooking 
beautiful Lake Como 


An abundance of scenic photo 
opportunities are available 


within steps of the Pavilion 


Call Shannon at 
651.488.4920 or direct at 
651.288.0558 
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On Koy: Grey pant ($270) by Moods of 
Norway from MartinPatrick3, light blue shirt 
($135) and bold striped tie ($105) from 
MartinPatrick3, and navy shoes ($298) by 
Cole Haan, rose gold polycarbonate ring 
($3,060) and 18K rose gold watch ($25,700) 
by Cartier from JB Hudson Jewelers 


On Shane: Navy check pant ($195) by 
Moods of Norway from MartinPatrick3, striped 
shirt ($145) from MartinPatrick3, black shoes 
($198) by Cole Haan, rose gold polycarbonate 
ring ($3,060) and 18K rose gold watch 
($25,700) by Cartier from JB Hudson Jewelers 


ч ia y севар. ; h 


( » ا‎ 
D! ‚н f 


IPS 


H" “Gss 


ЖИГ 


Experienced. 
Knowledgeable. 
Enthusiastic. 


Buying and selling a home a should be fun and rewarding 
experience. Not a stressful one. Let my skilled negotiations 
help you achieve your goal of home ownership today. 


Shannon Lindstrom 
612.616.9714 * mplsurbanliving.com 


Л y ES eet т A 


RÉWEDDING... : 


Famous Dave's, with more than 650 awards for our barbeque, 1s available to 
cater your wedding or rehearsal dinner. Choose from Chopped Pork, Texas 
Beef Brisket and Pulled Chicken Sandwiches or, for heartier meals, savor our 
Barbequed Ribs and Country-Roasted Chicken. Intimate groups of 25 or 
several hundred, at your home or any location that allows catering. 

Make your wedding party "Famous" and "Fun" without breaking 


the piggy bank. 


ERICH REINHARDT 
952.593.5050 


REQUEST A QUOTE ONLINE AT FAMOUSDAVES.COM 
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CREDITS 


VENUE 

Le Méridien Chambers Hotel 

Situated in the heart of downtown, the Le Méridien 
Chambers Hotel offers a combined art, design and true 
boutique experience as well as inspirational meeting 
& event space. The featured artwork in the renowned 
Burnet Art Gallery is of Sonja Peterson’s current 
exhibition entitled “Seemingly Useless Parts”. 

901 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis 

612-767-6900 

www.lemeridienchambers.com 


LINENS/PILLOWS/THROWS 

Linen Effects 

Linen Effects is the Twin Cities premier vendor for 
upscale event décor. From lounge furniture to tabletop 
accessories, Linen Effects features quality products, 
excellent service, and a large inventory. 

1801 West River Road North, Minneapolis 
612-355-2500 

www.lineneffects.com 

Mod Citron Tablecloth: $35.00 rental 

Faux Fur Throws: $55.00 rental 

Assorted Pillows: $15.00 rental 


WHITE STOOLS/WHITE CHAIRS 

Bungalow 6 Design 

Bungalow 6 Design specializes in the world of special 
event design, creating environments for corporate 
events, private social gatherings and charity galas. 
The work is always new and distinctive, personalized 
and memorable. 

4940 W. 35th Street, St. Louis Park 

952-681-7084 

www.bungalowsix.com 

White Leather Bar Benches: $75.00 rental/bench 
White Molded Eames-Style Chairs: $45.00 rental/chair 


INVITATIONS AND FAVORS 

Beau Papier by Gateaux, Inc. 

From save-the-dates to invitations, programs, menus, 
and favors, Beau Papier creates memorable, custom- 
designed wedding day stationery that is uniquely 
branded to your wedding and that enhances the look of 
your décor. 

15705 35th Avenue North, Plymouth 

763-577-9815 

www.gateaux-inc.com 


FLORALS 

Martha’s Gardens 

For 15 years, Martha’s Gardens has offered custom floral 
designs. Martha’s passions lie in the joy that flowers 
bring. Dedicated to the Earth and its people, Martha 
uses sustainable, organic materials and buys locally 
whenever possible. 

1593 Selby Avenue, St. Paul 

651-696-2993 

www.marthasfloralstudio.com 


EVENT PRODUCTION & STYLING 

Style-Architects 

Style-Architects is a boutique lifestyle services company 
dedicated to offering personalized and awe-inspiring 
events, weddings and wardrobe styling services. Our 
experts collaborate to ensure your look or event unfolds 
flawlessly and captures your style perfectly. 

219 North 2nd Street Suite 400, Minneapolis 
612-326-9020 

www.style-architects.com 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

Armour Photography 

Armour Photography is a commercial advertising studio 
based in Minneapolis. Supporting the Advertising and 
Design communities for over 25 years. 
www.armourphoto.com 


From top: Striped tie ($165) from MartinPatrick3, 18K rose gold watch ($25,700) by Cartier from JB Hudson Jewelers, and shoes ($198) by Cole Haan. 
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IVIORRIE'S l — Е à 
BROOKLYN PARK > © YOUR MOST 


SUBARU SUBARU. 


Confidence in Motion 


NU 


7885 BROOKLYN BLVD 
BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 


THE ALL-NEW 
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 


FORTUNE BAY RESORT CASINO 
IS THE PREMIERE LOCATION 
FOR WEDDING RECEPTIONS IN 


MORRIE'S NO-COST OIL CHANGES, COMPLIMENTARY 
кү CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW FORESTER! 


THE NORTHLAND. 


дш; 
Whether уои'ге looking for a customary fena Dy 
reception or an elegant plated dinner, our SLT 


executive chef and his culinary staff can 
prepare a memorable dinner that will leave 
you in a great mindset knowing that you 
picked the right venue for your special day. 


RESORT CASINO 


FORTUNEBAY.COM 


For assistance contact Cheyenne at 
800.555.1714, ext. 7827 or email 
° cheyenned@fortunebay.com 


763-424-4400 . brooklynparksubaru.com 


MINNESOTAS FASTEST GROWING 
CATERER PROUDLY SUPPORTS 
MARRIAGE EQUALITY! 


CRAVE 
CATERING 


FULL SERVICE CATERING & DELIVERY 


Weddings • Rehearsal Dinners 
Galas • Family Celebrations 
Board Meetings • Office Lunches 


612.562.5620 www.CRAVECATERING.com 
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A CRAF TED 


^ Ar FAIR 


Women's Wedding Fashion at Bent Paddle 
Brewing Co. in Duluth 

Written by Alyson Newquist, Bash Collective 
Styled and Produced by Bash Collective 
Photos by Canary Grey Photography 


I ñ 


b. 11111 h 


At-Bash Collective (www. 4 

thebashcollective.com) we work with Equipped with these observations and our 
many to-be-wed lesbian couples desire to work with some of Duluth's LGBT- 
hoping to host intimate gatherings friendly wedding professionals we headed 
reflective of their personalities and northward for a styled shoot celebrating 

love. Across the board they want to Ë intimacy, nature, and a feal representation of 
make their weddings more than just a «^ what same-sex weddings look like for many 
celebratory party, but also don't want couples. We wanted to highlight the small, 

to simply replicate hetero-wedding intimate, sometimes two-person celebrations 
norms. These couples want attire they many couples are having across the state 
are comfortable with and are weary while showcasing fashion and décor styling 
of traditional, gendered wedding attire L | \ that blend together one couple’s individual 
and the hair and makeup that often © j comfort levels, tastes, and interests. 
accompany it. 
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THE DIFFERENCE 
IS IN THE DETAILS 


Millennium Hotel Minneapolis offers 
extraordinary event spaces complemented 
by some of the city's most romantic views. 
Our team of dedicated wedding specialists, 
along with their personal touches, will assure 
that your event will be nothing short of spectacular. 
Enjoy a complimentary suite and breakfast for two. 


Create the wedding of your dreams today. 


; TENA MI 


1313 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
International Gay & Lesbian Travel Association + 1 6 12.3 592227 
www.millenniumhotels.com minneapolis.us@millenniumhotels.com 


for You In st Louis Park. 


St. Louis Park has a long history of welcoming diversity. Just like our 
community, our private event facilities are just as unique. We have the space 

for your wedding, rehearsal dinner and bachelor or bachelorette party. 

We can also help you with hotel room blocks whether your event is held in 

St. Louis Park or nearby. Great hotels, hip restaurants and unique spaces 
welcome you and your guests with open arms. Contact us for complimentary 
event assistance and for a free St. Louis Park event space guide. 


SPECTACULAR VIEWS 


321 NEWLY-RENOVATED 
GUEST ROOMS 


PRIVATE CLUB LOUN 
NORTH 45° 


< а. RESTAURANT & BAR 
= t 


ON-SITE WEDDING 


LEENNILM.. SPECIALIST 


“HOTEL 
MINNEAPOLIS 
1963-2013 More th тап 100 hotels 
Celebrating 50 Years worldwide 


St. Louis Park 
is just minutes 
from Downtown 
and Uptown 
Minneapolis! 


Discover 
St. Louis Park 


minnesota 


Comfortably Close. 


www.discoverstlouispark.com 
info@discoverstlouispark.com 


(952) 426-4047 
3 
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Wing Ta of Canary Grey Photography 
(www.canarygrey.com) captured the 
collaboration and her familiarity working 
with same-sex couples is evident in the 
naturalness of the moments she captured. 


Duluth-based florists Saffron & Grey (www. 
saffronandgrey.com) designed the floral 
for the shoot. They have been designing 
for same-sex weddings non-stop since 
marriage equality passed. Their no- 
minimum policy is great for couples looking 
for amazing, personalized design for 
smaller weddings. 


‚ A 


Derick Cich Makeup Artistry (www. 
derickcich.com), also based in 

Duluth, added to the couple’s natural 
beauty without making them uncomfortable 
as women who don't ordinarily wear 
makeup. Cich also provides male 
grooming services for men hoping to 

look their best on their wedding day who 
might want to tame some brows, simmer 
down hairline shine, or cover up skin 
imperfections. Kristy Johnson took care of 
the couple's hair for the shoot, doing them 
up as they'd normally be done, with just a 
little more polish for the photography. 


3 
\ 
Е 


| 
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Kodruee 


WOOD FIRE COOKING 


CONTACT: Jessica Jarve • 612-237-9439 e events@axelsbonfire.com 


Bent Paddle Brewing Company 
offers a modern Duluth setting 
with a nod to the city’s industrial 
aesthetic. The co-owners of 

the brewery, Bryon and Karen 
Tonnis and Laura and Colin 
Mullen, were previously wedding 
photographers and event 
planners, respectively, prior 

to starting the brewery. Their 
combined eye for design created 
the industrial chic taproom used 
for our setting. The space is 
available for rent for events any 
day of the week. We utilized the 
brewery's existing tables and 
chairs and Saffron & Grey created 
loose, organic floral pieces in 
containers mostly sourced from 
thrift stores. The floral and natural 
items like amethysts, moss, 

a butterfly, rocks, and carved 
wooden animals tempered the 
machine-age chairs, exposed 
brick and corrugated metal walls 
of the taproom. 


Two brides often face the 
challenge of finding wedding 
attire that reflects each of their 
styles and goes well together 
but doesn't match too much. 

For a couple who feels more 
comfortable in suits/suiting 
separates choosing pieces from 
the same collection within a line 
of clothing is generally a good 
place to start. Collections are 
generally made to look good 
next to one another either on 
the runway or in stores. Adding 
in a piece or two that reflects a 
bride's personal style and further 
differentiates the outfits is easier 
from that starting point. 


58 | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 13, 2013 


Go to 
Our complimentary wedding planning services \ 
make your big day as stress-free as possible. У” | 


.COM 


Crazy-in-love Duluth 
couple, Allyson Rolph and 
Sarah Lee, joined us for 
the day to be photographed 
alongside their photogenic 
husky Monet. Both women 
feel most comfortable 

in more androgynous 
clothing and rarely 

dress up. To respect this 
common lesbian wedding 
occurrence and veer away 
from the expectation of 
brides in white, we styled 
the couple with unexpected 
textures like leather, silk, 
and wool and geometric 
patterns. Minneapolis- 
based online shop A MANO 
(www.weshopamano. 
com), a curated store of 
handmade goods, provided 
geometric necklaces that 
subbed in for the usual tie. 


Rolph is the Head Brewer 
at Thirsty Pagan Brewing 
(www.thirstypaganbrewing. 
com) in Superior, WI, where 
Lee bartends in addition 

to her non-profit urban 
farming work in Duluth. 
They settled in easily to the 
settings for the shoot, Bent 
Paddle Brewing Company 
(www.bentpaddlebrewing. 
com) and a yurt being 
constructed at the Hartley 
Nature Center (www. 
hartleynature.org) by 

Scott Graden, owner of 
New Scenic Café (www. 
sceniccafe.com). 


On Sarah: Jacquard one 
button blazer ($76.80) and 
"Quinn" tuxedo jacquard 
skinny ankle pants ($79.00) 
by Halogen from Nordstrom, 
gold-tipped western shirt 
($24.95) from Forever 21, 
"Summit Necklace" in black 
and gold ($65) by Cursive 
Design from A MANO, Frye 
15R Harness Boot ($298) 
from Frye.com 


On Allyson: Faux leather 
motorcycle jacket ($44.99) 
by Mossimo from Target, 
“Rachel” shirt ($248.00) by 
Rachel Roy from Nordstrom, 
"Quinn" jacquard skinny 
ankle pants ($79.00) by 
Halogen from Nordstrom, 
chiffon bow neck tie ($14.24) 
from ASOS, vintage shoes 
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Taking the ‘sisl out of wishlist 
this holiday season. 


$100 off your wedding band purchase of $500 or more! 
Use Promo Code: LVD10O Offer expires 1/04/2014 


Celebrate with beautiful artisan 
chocolate favors, gifts or an 
entire chocolate buffet! 


6 [win Cities Locations 


ST CROIX BURNSVILLE - MAPLEWOOD 


BLOOMINGTON - ST LOUIS PARK 


"ҮТЕ" ATE DIAMONDS 
SEISGOURATE St EDEN PRAIRIE - MAPLE GROVE 
GLBT OWNED *Offer valid in store and onine. Not valid on previous 
purchases, trade ins, Simon G, Verragio, loose diamonds, > " 
Call us today at 651-433-1400 semi-mounts or fashion jewelry. Cannot be combined www.wed d | ngd ayd lamo nd s.com 


with any other offer. Limit one per couple. 


www.stcroixchocolateco.com 


New 2013 wedding receptions will receive: 

* Complimentary wedding suite 

* Complimentary champagne toast or specialty coffee station 
* Complimentary reception or gift opening room rental 

• Discounted suite rates for guests 


7025 Northland Drive North 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 
763.536.8300 
MinneapolisMarriottNW.com 
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On Sarah: Vintage long coat by Land’s End from Everyday People, plaid 
shirt ($44.99) from Gap, navy blazer ($198.00) from J.Crew, “Home Sweet 
Home” necklace ($138.00) by Wazo Designs from A MANO, multi-color 
tweed pants ($69.99) from Urban Outfitters, “Donata” boots ($298.00) from 
Nordstrom, black wide-brimmed hat ($24.95) from H&M, orange scarf with 
foxes ($24.00) by Cooperative from Urban Outfitters 


On Allyson: Vintage tweed blazer by Ralph Lauren from Everyday People, 
cream flannel shirt ($24.95) from H&M, grey sweater ($49.00) from Kohl's, 
grey vest ($69.00) from J. Jill, eggplant trousers ($49.99) from Gap, felt hat 
($29.00) from Gap, geometric navy scarf ($14.00) from Maurice's 


62 | LAVENDER | OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 13, 20199 


Sophisticated Wedding Cakes ~ Beautiful Cupcakes 


Speet Reheat T 


CUPCAKE BOUTIQUE 


Paradise Charter Cruises 


LAKE MINNETONKA œ MISSISSIPPI RIVER 


* p N 
\ 
\ . 
| Turning Your 
| ‘Dreams 
Jmm. Entertainment f ; » | 
f cC Cente into Memories 


eping All the Elegance and Historic Charm 
Without the Downtown Pricing! 
Featuring 3 Private Rooms Including the Grand Ballroom 


- 


952.474.8058 


TwinCitiesCruises.com ° Just 15 Miles West of Minneapolis ° 


• 500 Highway 55 Medina, MN 55340 • 763-478-6661 ° 
° cMedina€ntertainment.com D 


LavenderMagazine.com | 63 


dum mt gn 


f + and hung-woven tapestries by Liz 8 

LA - Toohey-Wiese sourced from A MANO 
1.5 | amongst Saffron & Grey's ferns апа | 
^; =. floral. Monet the husky rested at his 
Ad. morms"feet amongst the styled items. 


Hartley Nature Center's trails and 

its new yurt offered a more private, 
natural setting for the couple to be 
A d m in. We imagined 

a couple eloping in this space or 
visiting it for photos after a casual 
courthouse legal ceremony. The 

space allowed for shots of the couple _ 
walking through the woods and also 
for more posed shots within the yurt. 
Thé Contrast of the posed, stylized 
shots within an outdoor setting like 
a yurt fits with а couple's decision 

to formalize their commitment while 


doing so in a simple, yet beautiful 
m~ 
way. ий w 


nag c = ш 


We selected dressierthan-everyday 
looks that were still practical for 
taking a celebratory fall hike in 
“Duluth. Stylish outerwear that 
corresponds with a weddingjlook 

is essential for weddings with a 
potential for cooler weather wet ^ 
paired warm jackets over sweaters 
with scarves and rolled.trousers 
and boots, апе рес the m 4 
off with Wool hats. We covered 
ground with textiles and throws 


> 


= 


“Best Venue” “Best Caterer” "Best Caterer” 
MINNESOTA BRIDE MINNESOTA MEETINGS AND EVENTS MINNESOTA BRIDE 


OUR EXCLUSIVE VENUES 
Metropolitan Ballroom and Clubroom, Calhoun Beach Club, 
Mill City Museum, Minneapolis Institute of Arts, International Market Square, — 
McNamara Alumni Center, The Museum of Russian Art, Walker Art Center — 


612.238.4444 damico.com.- 


photo Noah Wolf 
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Capturing Love and Family — for Everyone 


r @StudioSame 


651.247.0681 Pat@StudioSame.com StudioSame.com 


YOUR FLORAL DESIGN SPECIALISTS! 


* SPECIAL EVENTS 
* WEDDINGS 

* FUNERALS 

* DELIVERIES 


P. 763.593.1777 4 
TOLL FREE 888.893.7950 
WWW.BWFLORALCOM 
INFO@BWFLORAL.COM 


WIRE SERVICE AVAILABLE! 


Plans? | 


Bring in this ad and 


* Invitations and Envelopes 
* Save the Dates 


* Napkins on your first order with us. 
* Programs e sae 

* Place Cards | | Let our talented 
* Menus = ү k= designers bring 
* Thank You Cards 


ғ 


L. Signs and Banners E W»^»/sel—,»,/— м 


zu м, d А d) A 
Calhoun Village * 3208 West Lake St. • Minneapolis • 612 253 0500 ° mn104@postnet.com 


your ideas to life. 4 


CHARLEmaene 


on grand 


LORING 


KITCHEN & BAR 


www.LorincKitcHEN.com * [612] 843 0400 
1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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( VENUES | 


by Shane Lueck 


WEDDING VENUES: NEW AND RENEWED 


This past year has seen some remarkable happenings in the world of weddings. Venues, notably, have raised the bar and 
stepped up their game. New venues opened while others remodeled. Each one wants to bring the best level of service 
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possible and make your day truly special. 


A BULAE 


Guests: 420 seated, 1000 standing 
Starting at $3,500 
Available for: Ceremony, Reception 

The concept of ABULAE is to transform the space to match the vision, 
instead of having to design the event around the space. With a variety of 
digital decor, interactive media, in-house lighting and sound, ABULAE al- 
lows you to change the look and feel of the venue to what speaks to you 
and your partner. As an all-inclusive venue with a goal to make things easy, 
ABULAE offers 29 different items in one flat rate rental (crystal chiavari 
chairs, a PhotoMingle photo booth, game room, and on-site event coordi- 
nator just to name a few). Although it is recommended that couples choose 
from a list of services — with discounts! — from A7BULAE’s sister company, 
Bellagala, feel free to bring in your own vendors as desired. 

ABULAE opened with their first wedding on June 1, 2013, already cel- 
ebrating one same-sex wedding on September 8 with several others already 
on the books. “We're excited about the passage of the marriage amend- 
ment and the opportunities it’s given all couples to plan the true wedding 
they've been dreaming of,” says Jenna Ferguson, an event coordinator with 
A'BULAE. “It’s our job to make that happen.” 


651-788-9818 

255 6th Street, Sixth Floor 
St. Paul, MN 
www.abulae.com 


THE COMMONS HOTEL 


Guests: 50-500 
Starting at $7,500 
Available for: Ceremony, Reception, Rehearsal Dinner 

The Commons Hotel plays on the theme of contrasts inspired by its col- 
legiate ties to the university and the industrial history of the Twin Cities with 
more than 20,000 square feet of newly redesigned event space - providing 
an ideal backdrop for ceremonies and receptions alike. The Meridian Ball- 
room features 14-foot ceilings, exquisite chandeliers, and a private outdoor 
terrace, while the Pinnacle Ballroom is a smaller space with floor-to-ceiling 
windows. Boasting beveled glass windows and dark wood décor, private din- 
ing rooms also provide the perfect, cozy place to host a rehearsal dinner, gift 
opening or brunch. Catering must be done through the Commons Hotel, 
but all other vendors are up to the couple's discretion. 

With the recent passing of marriage equality, The Commons Hotel has re- 
leased an Equality Ever-After package for same-sex couples interested in the 
space. The hotel offers engaged couples a choice of rooms with picturesque 
views of downtown Minneapolis along with essentials for the big day. The pack- 
age includes professional photography, “Mr. & Mr.” or "Mrs. & Mrs." custom 
chalk-art drawing, bottle of champagne, and a couples stationery class, among 
other perks. 


612-379-8888 

615 Washington Ave SE 
Minneapolis, MN 
www.commonshotel.com 


Gp Specializing in wedding 
Jakeeno's receptions, in house or 


Pizza & Pasta off premise. 


see since 1975 eer Choose from one of our two beautiful venues 
located in downtown historic North St. Paul. 


D ATE NIGHT In house ceremonies available. Beverage 


service available, on and off premise. 


Every Thursday after 6pm 
Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees or Any Pizza K 
Desssert ' 
Bottle of Wine T 
651-770-6110 
,12.825.6827 E Ma PSG СОМ 


Your neighborhood bistro for delectable 
dishes & crafted cocktails! 
ү 


more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast 
& Late Night Dining 


SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS р 4 LORING PARK 
oS po 


5411 PENN AVE. SOUTH 1612 HARMON PL 
MINNEAPOLIS MN 55419 a MINNEAPOLIS MN 55403 


=m ор BAR a MUSIC x 


www.CafeMaude.com 


3800 Nicollet Ave + 612.823.4790 


f CHARMING TEIGHBORHOOD ^ 
TALAN RESTAURANT 


E 


= I Bal X 4, 


An American Restaurant 


Congratulations Minnesota for 
passing the Marriage Equality Law! 


à LL ` . 
Happy Hour ° Half-Price Wine ° Pasta Bar Lunch 
Venetian Inspired Banquet Room 


WW CUCINA DI 


; À" 
ads Tryg's American Restaurant would like to host your wedding 
events. Please visit trygs.com or call 612-920-7777 
SV RISTORANTE [TALMNO @ | ebook jour aris, 


Mon-Thurs 11am-IOpm Fri-Sat Пат-19ат 


Sunday llam-2pm 
‚ 4168 W Broadway Ave. | Robbinsdale | 763-537-3700 


www.nonnarosaswinebar.com 


3118 West Lake Street | Minneapolis | 612.920.7777 | trygs.com [f] 
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WEDDING VENUES: NEW AND RENEWED 


LOWERTOWN EVENT CENTER 


Guests: 250 seated 
Starting at $1,500 
Available for: Ceremony, Reception 

Enter the unique space of Lowertown Event Center (full of natural stone 
and brick and located on one of the most beautiful parks in the Twin Cities) 
and you shall receive excellence. “I feel that we brought this space back 
from the dead and gave it a beautiful purpose,” says Charice Bakke, the 
event facilitator at LEC. “I believe it is exactly what the space was meant 
to be.” Included in a rental fee are tables, chairs, lighting, the dance floor, 
and access to the entire Lowertown Event Center. And, although the bar is 
vendored by Crave, couples are free to bring in a caterer and other vendors 
of their own choosing. 

The inaugural event when LEC first opened this past August was a les- 
bian couple renewing their vows after ten years of marriage and two daugh- 
ters. “I owe the beauty of the first client suite to them because I knew they 
wanted to get ready together so I made it much larger,” Bakke says. “We all 
have the right to choose a partner in this life and to make that partnership 
legal by law and I’m happy to provide a lovely space in which any couple 
can do that.” 


612-310-4369 

400 North Sibley Street 

St. Paul, MN 
www.lowertowneventcenter.com 


MILLENNIUM HOTEL MINNEAPOLIS 
Guests: 160-350 

No rental fee 

Available for: Ceremony, Reception 

Millennium Hotel Minneapolis completed a $22 million renovation in 
April 2013, transforming the venue. Perhaps the most notable attribute is 
the glass dome looking out across downtown Minneapolis – no other venue 
offers such a dramatic view of the skyline. Many couples enjoy the newly 
renovated Millennium Hotel's no rental fee, however this also comes with 
a food and beverage minimum of $6,500 to $10,000 depending on the space 
requested and date. In addition, the couple will receive a complimentary 
room for their wedding night as well as tables, chairs, dining ware, linens, 
table accents, and the dance floor included. As a seasoned event space, it 
comes with a list of preferred vendors, but couples are also allowed to hire 
vendors that fit their needs. 

Jessica Hazelton, the Senior Catering Sales Manager, says, "Regardless 
ofthe event, our catering team takes a very personalized approach to every 
wedding. Each event is planned and detailed to reflect the couple's personal 
style and taste." Couples at the Millennium Hotel Minneapolis can expect a 
smooth and memorable wedding planning experience. 


612-332-6000 

1313 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.millenniumhotels.com/usa/millenniumhotelminneapolis/ 
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SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS 
SHOP LOCAL 


499 Payne Ave. * St. Paul 
Railroad Island District 


OFFERING THE ONLY FULL SERVICE 
THAI CATERING IN THE CITY AND 
A PRIVATE PARTY ROOM FOR UP TO 50 


AWARD WINNING THAI CUISINE SINCE 1983 
DELIVERY * CATERING * FULL BAR * PRIVATE Коом 


607 Washington Ave S * Downtown Mpls * 612.338.6451 


www.sawatdee.com 


-^The 


^ 


periect pair 


Imagine your wedding in a private 
room perfectly sized to your event 
with fabulous traditional or 
Spanish-influenced cuisine prepared 
with fresh, locally-grown ingredients. 
Imagine dazzling skyline views, dance floor, 
private bars and personalized menus. 
From licensed officiate to live music, 
let our event staff make planning your 
wedding simple. For information call 


us at 612-338-0062 or visit 
solera-restaurant.com. 


> COCINA de ESPANA € 


900 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, MN 55403 * 612-338-0062 


MOSCOW ON THE HILL 


RUSSIAN RESTAURANT AND VODKA BAR 


371 SELBY AVE. * SAINT PAUL 
(651) 291-1236 e MOSCOWONTHEHILL.COM 


E 


BANQUETS * SECLUDED PATIO * LUNCH & DINNE 
WEDDINGS • EXTENSIVE VODKA MENU • CATERING 


Lunchtime ӨНҮ ҮНҮ ӨТӨП 


Hennepin € West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 
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WEDDING VENUES: NEW AND RENEWED 


MUSE EVENT CENTER 
Guests: 500 seated, 1200 standing 
Available for: Ceremony, Reception 

With a multi-level space, Muse Event Center is completely customiz- 
able to the needs of the event. “We have created a blank canvas for your 
imagination to take over,” says Noelle Singerhouse, Muse’s Sales Manager. 
“The design is simple yet elegant allowing for clients to put their own spin 
on the place.” The space offers custom lighting and sound capabilities, 
allowing the ceremony and reception to take place within the same venue. 
The rental includes catering exclusively through Crave, as well as the 
cost of 100 valeted vehicles in an area of Minneapolis not known for ample 
parking. 

Having opened only a matter of weeks ago, Singerhouse and her staff 
are eager to celebrate love with couples. “Muse welcomes anyone and 
everyone to our space,” Singerhouse says. “We are excited for the new law 
that allows same sex marriage and could not be more proud of our state.” 


952-562-5620 

107 3rd Avenue North 
Minneapolis, MN 
www.musemn.com 


BIN WINE BAR 

Guests: 100 

Starts at $10,000 

Available for: Ceremony, Reception 

Although the minimum price might be a bit more, the cost also covers 
food and liquor costs from Bin’s exclusive vendor list. With a wine collection 
from around the world, wine drinkers will be more than satisfied, but Bin 
also offers beer and spirits. An exciting dinner menu is meant to be paired 
wonderfully with the extensive wine list. Situated directly on Mears Park, 
Bin Wine Bar is an urban, sexy, cozy venue perfect for a cocktail lounge- 
type wedding. 

Situated in the historic Park Square Court, the building’s Romanesque 
style is sure to have wedding guests captivated with its heritage and charm. 
Rebecca Illingworth, the owner of Bin Wine Bar, says “Love is love and we 
are happy to have all loving couples here to celebrate the beginning of their 
lives together.” 


651-224-9463 

400 North Sibley Street, Suite 150 
St. Paul, MN 

www. binwinebar.com 
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DOWNTOWNER 


-WOODFIRE GRILL- 


With each turn of the fondue fork, a 
little romance stirs as well. 


р < 


The Melting Pot can transform any occasion 
into an outstanding experience, our distinctive 


4 
Do 


atmosphere and delectable fondue provides i ; 4 ` РУ 
exceptional dining for any size party. — Ж аа t E pou VAL au IT 
a D ا‎ 2з 972957, 
МО Ф! 
asp 
plaane fo жу, СЕКЕТ 
FONDUE EFFECX- simpLy Beyond the ordinaru. 
«9; Kathy Jenkins b Н Qs Pioneer Press 
The ox” PRIVATE DINING ROOM IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR SPECIAL EVENTS 
M | v р Í AND CORPORATE MEETINGS 
e О e 253 WEST SEVENTH STREET, ST. PAUL 
For Reservations call 651-228-9500 
a fondue restaurant or visit www.opentable.com 
www.downtownerwoodfire.com 
RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED • (612) 338-9900 Free parking. 
80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 * MELTINGPOT.COM Close to the Xcel Energy Center & the Ordway. 


Th 
FOUNTAIN ROOM 


AT THE LUMBER EXCHANGE 
EST. 2013 


QU WW. THEFOUNTAINROSMIMPLS. сом 


for 2014 


og a 


FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION, RESERVE YOUR DATE TODAY! 


DALE HANSON | 612-843-2575 
LUMBER EXCHANGE BUILDING | 10 S. 5TH ST. MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 
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by Lisa Roy, owner and lead designer, По аб 


Haskell’s can help a 
your wedding receptions, 


couple showers, Holiday 
parties, any type of 
celebration where wine, 

beer and spirits will be served. 


Discounts offered! T 
Visit your neighborhood Haskell's for more information 


@Haskell’s 


The Wine People! 


Minneapolis | Saint Paul | Bloomington | Burnsville 
Chanhassen | Excelsior | Faribault | Minnetonka | Plymouth 
Stillwater | White Bear Lake | Woodbury | haskells.com 


THE REMODELER YOU CAN TRUST 


Courteous, experienced professionals from start to finish. 
Detailed & accurate estimates for your project budget. 
Detailed project plans, specifications, & schedules. 
Daily & weekly communication of schedules & budget during your project. 
Quality workmanship that adds lasting beauty and value to your home. 


Before & 


НЕ oe 7 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
MN LIC #8С378021 


» Rj KRAME 


FLORAL ‘ATMOSPHERE ‘ESSENCE 


DESIGNS 


Dream in Color 


d 
) 


www.rjkramer.com | 651-227-7091 \ 
Extraordinary Florals Since 1993 \ 


G ) 
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(Preceding page and above) Photos by Emma Freeman Photography 


age can provide beauty and significant impact; what better seasons to 
do so than autumn and winter? 

We provide much of the stunning foliage used in our work from 
our own pesticide-free urban gardens. Our list of foliage plants is 
ever-growing depending on our latest experiments and inspirations. 

Before the first frost, we have access to an abundance of tex- 
tural foliage. Several varieties of kale grace the garden and become 
brighter and more hardy in cool weather. We're fond of variegated 
and unusually colored hosta leaves. Coral bell leaves in subtle gra- 
dations from bronze to wine are the perfect accent in boutonnieres. 
Japanese fern and dusty miller add hints of silver. Scented herb va- 
rieties and delicate cascading maidenhair fern fronds remain pretty 
until Jack Frost bites. 

Autumn unfailingly brings seedpods, which may just be my favor- 
ite. Fuzzy clematis, maple seedpods (helicopters), and acorns often 
adorn my work this time of year. 

Our fall season is fleeting and once the snow arrives I'm just as 
smitten with my wintertime loves, grown by local farms who supply 
a vast variety of foliage. I adore scented cedar and pine. Birch, dog- 
wood, and moss-covered branches provide interesting color, texture, 
and pretty stem patterns. 

Since harvest times are variable throughout the season, the best 
case is when we have a stellar crop ready, along with open-minded, 
trusting clients committed to using what's truly in season. In-season 
varieties are not only best in size, color, and quality, but also a smart 
investment and an environmentally responsible choice. Trust your 
florist and allow for flexibility in seasonal flower varieties as well as 
various color tones within your desired palette. We know our materi- 
als and will always have your vision in mind. 

Fall weddings are increasingly popular, but the idea of having a 
winter wedding in Minnesota has instilled a certain degree of fear in 
the hardiest of couples. Brave locals planning winter nuptials should 
know there are usually some floral and foliage varieties grown just 
for a special appearance this time of year. Beauties such as amaryllis 
blossoms, anemones, orchids, magnolia, and the occasional peony 
may be available, but will also come with a higher price tag. Extra 
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(Above) Photos by Lisa Roy 


sparkle provided by candlelight paired with winter white is always a 
classic motif. It's the perfect time of year to incorporate subtle metal- 
lic tones and decadent fruit such as pears and pomegranates. 

I'm obsessed with color and believe it will prime the atmosphere 
for your wedding. Fall and winter weddings invite rich saturated 
tones of wine, garnet, and coral that become more brilliant when 
paired with with champagne and grey-green. Incorporate a wide 
range of tones to add depth and diversity. Deep smoky slate, bronze, 
and plum are lovely colors that are perfect for the season and provide 
mystery and a hint of sophistication. Accents of cool aqua can create 
the perfect base for a winter woodland look. Be open to out-of-the- 
ordinary color combinations and trust your florist's expertise in find- 
ing seasonal blooms in hues that best enhance your color scheme. 

Include interesting, sentimental or found objects that encourage 
interaction with your floral decor and other guests. The placement of 
an interesting object, container, or accent will often stop your guests 
in their tracks for a closer peek as well as unify the personalized com- 
ponents of your décor. Feathers, seedpods, and moss provide a re- 
freshing change and are lush with inviting texture. Cloche-covered 
objects invite curiosity whatever the vibe. Include textiles to provide 
softness or a punch of color and custom stationery to tie it all togeth- 
er. Incorporate flower-filled apothecary bottles and delicate pedestals 
for an eclectic vintage twist. Wooden crates, silver coupes, and urns 
provide a rustic formality while the use of classic white ceramic cre- 
ates a more modern aesthetic. Be playful and inventive with your 
materials. Most of all, remain calm, bring your sense of humor, and 
enjoy the process. Our collaboration will be a smashing success. O 


Flora Bella creates lush and vibrant florals with unusual or unexpected elements. Striv- 
ing for an artful balance of color, texture and form, Flora Bella works with modern, clean 
and classic elements as well as organic, natural forms with movement and depth - all 
while staying true to the honesty of the materials. For more information go to www. 
florabellastudio.com. 


Emma Freeman makes her photography business part of her bigger plan of building a 
vibrant, sustainable community through relationships, art, and social justice. Her pho- 
tography pairs her nostalgic, emotional tendencies with warm, beautiful colors. www. 
emmafreemanphotography.com. 


CATERING 


Concept to clean up, we apply everything we know about preparing and serving 


award-winning food to make your event a success. Looking for something a little 


different? Just ask. We specialize in special requests. For groups of all sizes, 


Green Mill Catering caters to your every need. 


МИҢ 2012 DOUBLE DIAMOND Ew 
AWARD WINNER Weddings 


Contact us at 651-203-3100 or catering@greenmill.com for more information. 
greenmillcatering.com 


14150 Pioneer Trail 
Eden Prairie 
Schedule a visit: 
952-942-5220 
GreenAcresEventCenter.com 


Award-winning food E 


ina Historic Ват" 


` 


CE beautiful memories in this 
lovingly restored historic barn 
amongst crystal and candlelight 
chandeliers, antique jukeboxes, 
an extravagant Italian fountain, 
old fashioned player pianos and 
artwork. The character and charm 
is complemented with modern 
conveniences making it perfect for 
events all year round. 


Heidi’s Lifestyle Gardens takes care of your gardening installation 


and maintenance WORK s 


ALSO OFFERING 


Consultations and Design 
Landscape e Containers e Edibles e Small Space 


Garden Party Prep 


Planning e Staging e Leasing 


Horticulture Therapy 


Activities for all Populations 


info@bloomonmn.com 


0 you can PLAY. 


cos 


HeidisLifestyleGardens.com Enhance Your Life e Inspire Your Spirit e Call us today 763-475-4960 
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There is no doubt about it: Planning a wedding 
takes a lot of time and may require a lot of help. The 
cake itself is almost always a showcase piece, and 
there are as many different cake designs and flavors 
as there are newlyweds. Where to start? How can you 
find the perfect cake to represent two personalities 
among all of the shapes, sizes, and flavors to choose 
from? Stephanie Kissner from Sweet Retreat offers up 
some tips for the lucky couple. 
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Celebrating Diversity since 1964 


MONDAY/CARINIGHTO 
ALL SUMMER LONG ° ALL MAKES WELCOME 
2р. 0 
T. DRIVE-IN 
SINCE 1977 


(aire OPTA Yo, , Ж 
WAGNER 


Sowing the Jwin Cities! 


=, > X : 
7000 W. Broadway Brooklyn Park (across рот Grand Rios) (763) 533-8262 


common roots 


FOOD 


FULL-SERVICE • BAR • LOCAL & SUSTAINABLE 


OFTEN 


DON'T COMPROMISE YOUR VALUES 


— OR YOUR TASTEBUDS —— 


PICKY 


commonrootscatering.com 


Charming Atmosphere 
452 Selby Avenue, St. Paul e Lagrollastpaul.com • RESERVATIONS: (651) 221-1061 


1928 University Ave NE 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 789-7297 


jaxcafe.com 


, COSMOPOLITAN ROOM 


— WINE & SPIRITS — 


LIQUOR BOY 


S 


The Best Prices on Beer, Wine and Liquor when 
planning your Wedding or Special Event. 


10,000 SF WAREHOUSE 100 SINGLE MALT SCOTCHES OVER 900 WINES 
HUGE SELECTION OF BEER UNBEATABLE PRICES 


LavenderMagazine.com | 79 


| Celebrating 


{ CAKE } 


Continued from page 78 


What tips do you have for couples as they begin planning 
their cakes? 

We recommend couples start thinking about flavors, theme, style, 
and budget first. With so many seasonal and specialized flavors avail- 
able you don’t have to serve the traditional white cake any longer. 


Is there a general timeline you suggest couples use when 
planning their cake options? 

For medium- to large-sized weddings during the busier wedding 
months (May through October) we recommend coming in nine months 
to ayear before your event to do the initial consult and to reserve a space 
on our calendar. For smaller events, or any of the off-season months, two 
to four months should be plenty of time to take care of your needs. 


How involved are you in the cake planning process? 

Our decorators and wedding consultant work hand in hand with 
the couple to create something perfect for their special day. We can 
create an entire concept for you or work with the couple’s existing 
ideas to create the perfect cake. It helps us during the design process 
if couples bring in photographs or printouts of what they like; it helps 
us to narrow down ideas. Pinterest and Google Images are great re- 
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sources for ideas and help the creative process move along. 


Have you ever been asked to do anything special by same- 
sex couples? 

We strive to make all our cakes unique and customized to fit our 
clients personalities and style no matter what the occasion. All of the 
same-sex couples we have worked with follow the same elegant, sim- 
plistic trends found in the traditional wedding styles today. 


How would you suggest same-sex couples make their cakes 
unique? 

Regardless who the couple is we always strive to create a cake that 
best fits their unique personality and event whether gay or straight. 
We are very open to any ideas a couple would bring, however out- 
landish they may seem. We have created a display cake designed for 
a male couple that uses the tuxedo as a theme playing off the satin 
lapels and black and white color scheme. O 


Sweet Retreat is a cupcake boutique and bakery located in Minneapolis. With over 25 
combined years of professional experience, Sweet Retreat's pastry chefs will make your 
dream cake come true. For more information, visit Sweet Retreat at www.thesweetre- 
treatmn.com and connect with them on Facebook, Twitter, and Google+. 


BAREFOOT WINE 6 BUBBLY 


DfINCTQDT 
WINE 


Z ¿s> 
— 
www.barefootwine.com 


oe 


m. 
The Yir Room at The Happy Gnome 


ы perfect place for your occasion 
° 


498 Selby Avenue А i : 
St. Paul, MN 55102 / S а Week! 
www.thehappygnome.com 3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
п Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 

651.233.3340 (events) 5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 
651.287.2018 (restaurant) ` Aerop 

е Tas Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ` 

4 on Monday & Tuesdays! 


**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


aot he Su hay Gantan ho онбу E 
pa2lvesuSreeul атаара 557021 65122213100; 
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1. Cake Pops 

Looking for that little extra 
something to make your day 
even more special? Many 
couples are choosing to opt 
for various desserts instead 
of a traditional cake and, 
currently, couples are raving 
about cake pops. This bite-size 
trend has swept the nation – 
good luck visiting Pinterest 
without finding a few! 
Gay-owned and -operated, 
Andrew's Treats provides 
custom cake pops, cakes, and 
other wedding-themed treats 
for your special day. Proud of 
never having to turn away an 
order just because it's never 
been attempted before, the 
team behind Andrew's Treats 
work to make your custom 
order come to life. With a wide 
array of styles, flavors, and 
presentation methods, getting 
a little taste of heaven is as 
easy as submitting a contact 
request form. 

Andrew's Treats 

Price upon request 
www.facebook.com/ 
andrewstreats 


2. Bow Ties for Equality 

Tie The Knot, founded by 
Modern Family's Jesse Tyler 
Ferguson and his husband 
Justin Mikita, releases a 
limited edition collection of 
neckwear seasonally, with 
proceeds going toward 
various organizations fighting 
for equality. 

Tie the Knot 

$25.00 

www.tietheknot.org 


3. Love Cufflinks 

The image is sealed in a 
glossy resin onto a silver- 
plated cufflink. Walk down the 
aisle with a memento to be 
used long after the ceremony 
ends. 

Unique Art Pendants 

$20.00 

www.etsy.com/shop/ 
UniqueArtPendants 


Dope an i: Ca oa One 
| 4. Custom Ketubah Seen SEATE 
Working directly with you, Кола Poa 
x Е A \ - DES {т уз 
Amy Rajkowski designs а \ AD Ob it 


POD vins уут, 
2 


unique and personal Ketubah 
that will reflect the uniqueness 
of your relationship. Having 
worked with many Rabbis 

of varying affiliations, her 
Ketubahs are kosher for use in 
any ceremony, from inter-faith 
to orthodox. 

143 Studios 

Price upon request 
www.143studios.com 


DEOS T ER 
i-i 
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і Venues Include: 
$ Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 
| Edinburgh USA 


Minnesota Zoo 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
Green Haven Golf Course 


Lake Waconia Event Center 


Brooklyn Park Community Center 
American Swedish Institute 
Saint Mary s University Center 
FIVE Event Center 
Keller Golf Club and Banquet Center 
Or Your Location 


———— 


= 


= 


Edinburgh USA Scenca Science Museum of Minnesota оо & Conservatory 
763.315.8503 ~ lancercatering.com 651.221.2550 ~ smm.org/rentals te ew 651.487.8282 ~ comozooconservatory.org 


of Minnesota 


Lake Waconia Event Center FIVE Event Center Green Haven Golf Course 
763.315.8516 ~ lancercatering.com 651.290.9864 ~ lancercatering.com 763.576.2968 ~ lancercatering.com 


lancercatering.com LA © ER 651.290.9864 
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by Shane Lueck 


1. S'mores Bar 

Mike Nelson founded 
Campfire Desserts in 

2001, inspired by his early 
experiences as a camp 
counselor. After obtaining an 
entrepreneurship grant from 
St. Olaf College, Nelson has 
taken his Campfire Desserts 
trailer to fairs and festivals 
throughout Minnesota, lowa, 
and Wisconsin, featuring the 
deep-fried s'more on a stick. 
Since its inception, Campfire 
Desserts has expanded into 
catering and S'more Catering 
was born, which features the 
"Build Your Own S'more Bar" 
and other s'more inspired 
desserts to accompany the 
s'more bar. 

Today, more brides and 
grooms are opting for more 
unique desserts as a late- 
night snack at the reception. 
S'more Catering provides a 
large variety of homemade 
flavored marshmallows, 
gourmet chocolates and 
graham crackers, along with 
a gluten free option. S'more 
Catering also provides more 
than just a dessert; it provides 
an experience of roasting that 
perfect marshmallow and 
creating that unique s'more 
with family and friends. Gift 
bags are also available for 
guests to take home. 

S'more Catering 

Price based on menu 
www.campfiredesserts.com 


2. Personalized Wedding 
Pillows 

Hand-stitched organic linen 
filled with feather and down 
all handcrafted in Excelsior, 
MN of materials sourced in 
the USA. 

Que Sera 

$269.95 
www.quesera-style.com 


3. Quilled Portraits 

This poster begins with an 
elegant quilled and cut paper 
done in shades of red, with 
a recreation of a picture of 
you or your loved ones in an 
etched style. 

Sarah Yakawonis 

$70.00 

www.etsy.com/shop/ 
YakawonisQuilling 
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Celebrate Your 
Wedding at the 


4AMPUS 
A `LUB 
WwW 


Since ЮП 


4th Floor Coffman Union ENG 
University of Minnesota 


| 
Exquisitely Prepared = 
Local & Organic Food 


Full Service Bar ox 
Elegant Decor & Great Views 
Beautiful Outdoor Terrace 
Central Location & Indoor Parking 


Jane Kerr 
612-625-5089 
CampusClubUMN.org 
ccsales@umn.edu 


www.StyleByMax.com 


YOUR WEDDING.YOUR WAY  * 


Pare су (^ 
ws Por, WX N 


E- 7E корш 


Our staff of experts are waitingt M. custom design your special event. 
*Full On-Site Cate: ering 8 Service *Online Reservations One complimentary 


Variety of Menu Choi *PlayZone Hourly Child Care with Group Discounts — standard room with a 
*Linens, China, Silver Place Se jettings *Group discount on Hotel rooms. 20 room pick-up. 


Contact the Hotel Convention Sales Department ¢ 1.800. WIN.CASH, Ext. 8011 


39375 County Hwy 24 * Morton, MN * 1.800. WIN.CASH 
jackpotjunction.com * dacotahridee: com ü e 
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by Shane Lueck 


1. Recycled Metal Rings 
Made using 100% recycled 
metals, ethically sourced fair 
trade gemstones and reused 
diamonds, beautifully 
crafted in a low-impact, 
environmentally responsible 
studio. 

East Fourth Street Jewelry 
Price by design 
www.eastfourthstreet.com 


2. Paperworks 

Launched in November 
2003, OutVite.com is 

an online purveyor of 

fine stationery for every 
occasion, catering to the 
GLBT community. The site 
was created by a group of 
gay and lesbian employees 
from its parent company, 
elnvite.com, with the goal 
of offering quality stationery 
products for GLBT 
consumers. 

OutVite.com has scoured 
the marketplace in search 
of quality, gay friendly 
products and employs a 
design team of established 
artists selecting from only 
the top brands on the 
market to offer a complete 
selection of high quality 
goods with varying designs 
and price levels. By working 
with numerous suppliers, 
OutVite.com is able to 
present a unique and varied 
line unavailable in any large 
store or boutique. 
OutVite.com 

Price by design 
www.outvite.com 


3. Wedding Trolley 

Enjoy your wedding day 

by being transported in an 
authentic San Francisco 
style 22 passenger Trolley 
built with endless upgrades 
that will ensure comfort and 
elegance from GLBT-owned 
Renee’s Royal Valet. 
Renee’s Royal Valet 

Starts at $750 
www.reneeslimousines.com 
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_ МЕРАЕ 
TRAVEL 7 


Sap ID’ in Paradise E fol)... 


7 d 
SPECIAL US SAVINGS UP TO $225 PER RESERVA ON 
EXCLUS REE 2-NIGHT RETURN ANNIV! > 

YOUR OWN PERS | 


COMPLIMENTA 


EN =e ы 


CONGRATS ON MARRIAGE EQUALITY! 


GREATEST PHOTO BOOTH 
in oS G ALAXY! 


CONTACT US TO GET STARTED PLANNING YOUR DESTINATION WEDDING 
-WE CAN BOOK YOU AND YOUR GUESTS TRAVELING FROM ANY CITY! 
Ё 


N 
= — (763) 323-3665 _ Funjet 
Learn MORE, save some cash, and get a quote. ¿=== ` aru Malmst. L CoonapidesMN `: 
TheTravelingPhotoBooth.com. Use promo code МАКЕОТҮ for savings! www.RiverdaleTravel.com еН? О 
Proudly locally owned for over 26 years! ` 


a specific hotels only. 


ча. 


It's how you define it. 


With our hundreds of exclusive styles no other jeweler has, 
your band can be as traditional or nontraditional as you want. 


' hane (1. In Minnetonka at I-394 and Hopkins Crossroad, 
° 


and in Woodbury at 1-94 and Radio Drive. 


Your friend in the diamond business 


Fi w @ TSW БӨӨ] TomShanesworld.com 


2013 PICK WeddingWire 


DIAMONDS · RUBIES - SAPPHIRES - PEARLS 
ShaneCo.com 


BRIDE'S CHOICE 
waras 

tof [ree 

din 2013 


FREE MEMBERSHIP in the Shane Co. Wedding Club with your ring purchase. Save up to thousands on your wedding! 
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SUSAN PETERS & 
LISA DUROSE 


Date of Wedding: August 1, 2013 
Dating Since: August, 1998 
Ceremony: Como Park Exedra Garden, St. Paul 
Reception: Schaar's Bluff, Hastings 
Cake: Desserts by Common Roots Catering 
Photographer: Rebecca Jean Lawrence Photography 
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"tleecustomdesignerjewelry 


say yes 


курту i) Ordinar 
scape the Ordinary... 


Watch us create your custom jewelry. 
Experience the intriguing marriage 
of the workshop and the showroom. 


Hip but not trendy 
Sophisticated yet friendly 
Luxury without pretense 
Our New Home 
Next to Red Stag 
Designer jewelry that is 509% 1st Ave NE 


powerful and rare. Minneapolis, MN 55413 
(612) 789-2656 


© becca dilley photography 


Wedding officiants offering traditional, non-traditional 


and commitment ceremonies, and vow renewals. || From the French Chateauesque Turnblad mansion to the sleek Nelson Cultural 
Serving the Twin Cities, Minnesota and Wisconsin А К 7 : ч A d 

` «< Center, there’s no other setting quite like the American Swedish Institute for 
www.simplybeautifulweddingsmn.com NN your wedding. Call us to set up an appointment: 612-870-3368. 


612.306.9618 


| Rey. К. Kent Barnard * Rev. Pamela Barnard | 


AMERICAN 
| | SWEDISH 
Ni || 2600 Park Avenue Minneapolis MN 55407 | ASlmn.org INSTITUTE 
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LISA VECOLI & 
MARJEAN HOEFT 


Date of Wedding: August 1, 2013 
Dating Since: 1984 


Ceremony: Mississippi River Overlook Near Home 
Reception: University of Minnesota Campus Club 
Cake: Cupcakes by Angel Food Bakery 
Photographer: Rebecca Jean Lawrence Photography 
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GLBT News & Lifestyle 
at your fingertips? 


APPsolutely! 


At Last 


= The Fall 2013 


481 ESE. | "шыш 


Available on the 
0 App Store 


Apple, the Apple logo, iPhone, iPod touch, and iTunes are trademarks of 
Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. iPad is a trademark 
of Apple Inc. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inca 


ENJOY OUR-OUTDOOR HEATED SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX ° VIDEO GAMES • 75¢ POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
. DARTS • PULL TABS.’ ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN MON.-FRI. 3.PM-2 AM * SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


` Singles Pool 
` TOURNAMENT 


Sun., November 17 ° 4 PM 


Your BARTENDER 


ANDREW 
© 


w NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
Í f E "like" us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis ° (612) 871-5553 * www.19bar.itgo.com 


Lori Dokken - pianist and singer 
Kevin Flam-bartender extraordinaire 


For reservations: 651-646-7087 (Holly) 


Check daily happenings at 
Townhousebar.com or 
Town House Bar on Facebook 
1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
Midway Between MPLS. & St. Paul 
651-646-7087 
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JASON ROARK & 
RODNEY WECK 


Date of Wedding: August 16, 2013 
Dating Since: 1999 
Ceremony: Endless Bridge at the Guthrie Theater 
Reception: Pohlad Lobby at the Guthrie Theater 
Florist: Indulge & Bloom 
Wedding Coordinator: Style-Architects 
Cake: Dessert Bar from Cocoa & Fig 
Invitations: Beau Papier by Gateaux, Inc. 
Photographer: Thea Volk for Rivets and Roses 


rodney ке weck 
na 


jason michael roark 


"es X iid £ 
E. 


eel Опе 
VODKA 


presents 


0 
© LAVENDER'S 


The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


also sponsored by: 


J.HILBURN 


WHEN: Thursday, November 7 


TIME: 5:30 - 8:00 PM 
COST: FREE 
WHERE: 


3118 W. Lake Street 
Minneapolis 


FEATURING: 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
North Country Bears, Minneapolis Movie Bears, 
PFund, TCGMC, Prime Timers MSP 


ALL YOU CAN/!EAT;BREAKFAST BUFFET 
2ND SUNDAYZOFIEVERYAMONTH 


9 TG) BOTIONIIESS 


MIMOSA 


WITH A SIDE OF DRAG 
ALICIOUS 


(2). 2 


408 Hennepin Ave 5 • MPLS, MN 55401 • GAY90S.COM 


Tune in to Classical 

Minnesota Public Radio 

or stream online at 

classicalmpr.org, where о 


you сап also listen to our 


24/7 choral-music stream. classicalMPR 
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OLIVIA COLE & 
GRETCHEN BRANDT 


Date of Wedding: August 8, 2013 
Dating Since: June 24, 2012 
Ceremony & Reception: Aria at the Jeune Lune 
Florist: Brides 
Wedding Coordinators: Brides and Kastina at Aria 
Cake: Cake Pops by Raspberry Bird 
Photographer: Jackson at 
A Frame Forward Photography 


\ gest | 
| FRIENDS 
«(qo НК 


л S 
NS 
ó: N 


T 4 { 
8r 8- 2013! 
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TP 
cupcake 


Vf Anti marriage ammendment defeated 


МЇ Marriage equality legislation passed by 
legislature and signed by the governor 


МЇ Found a willing spouse 
МЇ Venue chosen 


| | Order cupcakes 612.378.4818 


University Avenue @ Mall of America 
ГІР: W384 


Апа now open in St Paul on Snelling at Selby 
612.378.4818 www.cup-cake.com 
[# /cupcakempls S @cupcakempls S Cupcake Champion 
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KELLI HECKMAN & 
DANIELLE BOOR 


Date of Wedding: August 17, 2013 
Dating Since: July 1997 
Ceremony: Longfellow Gardens - Minnehaha Park, 
Minneapolis 
Reception: Paradise Lady Charter Cruises on the 
Mississippi River 


Florist: Duane Dial 
Wedding Coordinator: Joyce Heckman 
Cake: 3 Tiers Bakery & Bistro 
Invitations: Steve Wahlin - Graphic Designer 
Photographer: Alison Bents 
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Love knows no borders. 


Immigration is still complicated. We have years of 
experience working with same-sex bi-national couples to 
help obtain immigration status and keep you together. | 
Angela Bortel 
Owner and Managing 
Angela Bortel was selected as a 2013 “Rising Star” деу 
among Immigration Lawyers by Super Lawyers. 


e 


An elegant setting that your guests will be sure to 
remember. Ceremonies and Receptions on the а. 
Che Historie 


beautiful scenic St. Croix River. AFTON 


HOUSE 
INN 


Visit us online at www.attonhouseinn.com 


| : T; à 
3291 S. St. CI Wen UV MN ° 651-436-8883 ° info G'ationhouseinn: com 


\ 


€f WATER STREET Yg 


Lida | = = | < os a # V a dens 
nm m v a out Complete Weddings 
RL «« Destination on the Shores 

of the St.Croix River E 


WATERSTREETINN.US 651-439-6000 101 WATER STREET S, STILLWATER, MN 


Eree) E Weel;Tri 
JF tallToday; W& 


MINNEAPOLs 12:333;8181- LOSCAMPEONESGYM:COM 


LORING 


KITCHEN ВАК 


IE E JON - FRI: GAM - SPM www.LoRINGKITCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 


WEEKENDS: 8AM - 5PM - HOLIDAYS: 9AM - 1PM 
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STEVE LEARY & 
JIM MCHUGH 


Date of Wedding: August 23, 2013 
Dating Since: January 18, 1997 
Ceremony & Reception: Carpe Diem Guesthouse, 
Provincetown, MA 
Cake: Cupcakes 
Invitations: Homemade 


— — э 
P-TOWN PEDICAB 


508-487; Ti 
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PATRICK NOVOSEL 
& ERWIN BAGOS 


Date of Wedding: August 22, 2013 
Dating Since: August 22, 2009 
Ceremony: Small Garden 
Wedding in Eagan 
Reception: TBD 
Florist: BW Florist, Golden Valley 


ACTUALLY, WHAT YOU DO IN Y0U[ BEDIOOM IS 0U[ BUSINESS!” 


MESS 


SKA d `. 
814 B Hennepin Ave a 


Near the Saloon 
612-355-5505 


Фр = FANTASYGIFTS.COM 


CATIONS! „+ E = 


Prom Catering — The Evolution of Weddings 


PROM CENTER COLUMBIA MANOR TARTAN PARK THEODORE WIRTH 
- Oakdale - Minneapolis - Lake Elmo - Golden Valley (Minneapolis) 


For over 70 years, Prom Catering has provided the best in delicious, 

dependable wedding fare. Whether at our main facility, one of our venues, 
or a place of your choosing, Prom Catering compliments your special 
day with PRIDE! Cal to start planning. 651-501-8191 Promcatering.com 
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HEATHER & 
JESSICA OLSON 


Date of Wedding: September 22, 2013 
Dating Since: March, 2005 
Ceremony: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Minneapolis 
Reception: Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 


Garden, Minneapolis 
Florist: 38th Street Flowers and Mother Earth Gardens 
Cake: Whatever the Good People Brought to 
Share at the Potluck 
Photographers: Friends & Family 
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TIFFANY THOMPSON 
& JENNY EVANS 


Date of Wedding: August 24, 2013 
Dating Since: July 26, 2005 
Ceremony: Lake Calhoun 
Reception: Lucia's 
Florist: Bachman's 
Cake: A Cinnabon (...long story) 
Photographer: Brett Dorrian 


ake | ؟‎ ТТ [| 
шт 3 


JESSALYN & LYS 
AKERMAN-FRANK 


Date of Wedding: August 23rd, 2013 
Ceremony: Raspberry Island, St. Paul, Minnesota 
Reception: Cinealis Residence 
Florist: Cana Potter 
Wedding Coordinator: Donna Bachman 
Wedding Cake and Music: Chrissy Mills 
Wedding Dinner: Chrissy Mills and Donna Bachman 
Photography: Shaun Riffe 
Master of Ceremony: Aaron Gutzke 
Wedding Officant: Blake Gutzke 
Makeup: Stephanie Ritenour 
ASL Interpreter: Becky Callahan 
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IN LIEU OF A TRADITIONAL WEDDING FAVOR, 
MADE A DONATION IN YOUR HONOR TO: 


MN Отар 
Prorcr 515 
LEUKEMIA & LYMPHONA Sociery 


Wi TRULY APPRECIATE YOU BEING A PART OF OUR SPECIAL DAY. 


Тош a REANNE 
Serrenner 1, 2013 


REANNE REED-VIKEN 
& JODI REED-VIKEN 


` ñ 2, ; 
: кин и 
Date of Wedding: September 1, 2013 ^ 5 
š ۴ t ON vt v 


Dating Since: November, 2009 
Ceremony & Reception: Minneapolis Queen 
Riverboat, Minneapolis 
Florist: Connie Viken for centerpieces, Flora Bella for 
the corsages 
Wedding Coordinators: Brides 
Cake: Angel Food Bakery 
Invitations: Britt Lundberg of Minneapolis, MN 
Photographer: [m] brooks photography 


n 
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BEER, WINE & SPIRITS 


Barefoot Wines 
www.barefootwine.com 
Go Barefoot at your wedding. 


Haskell's Wine, Beer & Spirits 

81 9th St. S., Minneapolis, MN 

(800) 486-2434 (anywhere in MN] 
www.haskells.com 

Let Haskell's help plan your receptions 
and parties. Delivery in the metro. Volume 
discounts available. 


Ketel One Vodka 
www.ketelone.com 
Forever Proud. 


Sorella Wine & Spirits 

1010 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 339-4040 

www.sorellawines.com 

Minnesota's new wine destination – over 
2,500 wines in stock, large selection of beer 
& spirits. 


CAKES 


Cupcake 

3338 University Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 378-4818 

Mall of America, 3rd Floor W384 
Bloomington, MN 55425 

(612) 760-1200 

181 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651] 378-4818 

www.cup-cake.com 

Our delicious cupcakes are a wonderful 
addition to your wedding or other special 
event. 


The Sweet Retreat 

5013 France Ave. S., Edina, MN 55410 
(612) 353-6230 
www.thesweetretreatmn.com 
Sophisticated wedding cakes and beautiful 
cupcakes. 


CATERING 


Common Roots Catering 

2558 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 353-4261 
www.commonrootscatering.com 
Full-service, eco-friendly caterer, serving 
from scratch, modern American cuisine 
using local and organic ingredients. 


CRAVE Catering 

(612) 562-5620 

www.cravecatering.com 

Minnesota's fastest growing caterer proudly 
supports marriage equality! 


D'Amico & Partners 

275 Market St., Ste. 117, Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

(612) 238-4444 

www.damicocatering.com 

For your weddings, rehearsal dinners and 
special celebrations 


Famous Dave's Catering 

(952) 593-5050 
www.famousdaves.com 

It's your wedding...Fancy or Fun! And 
affordable! 


Green Mill Catering 

1342 Grand Ave., St. Paul, MN 

(612) 718-0529 
www.greenmillcatering.com 

Focus on the fun, not the food. From our 
kitchen, to your reception, we cater to your 
every need. 


K&J Caterers 

(651) 770-6110 

www.k-jcatering.com 

Specializing in wedding receptions, in 
house or off premise. 


Lancer Catering 

1415 Mendota Heights Rd., Mendota 
Heights, MN 55120 

(651) 493-2880 
www.lancercatering.com 
Spectacular venues for wedding 
ceremonies and receptions 


Prom Catering 

Oakdale • Minneapolis • Lake Elmo • 
Golden Valley 

(651) 501-8191 
http://www.promcatering.com 

Providing the best in delicious, dependable 
wedding fare for over 70 years. 


Sawatdee Thai Restaurant 

607 Washington Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 338-6451 

www.sawatdee.com 

Offering full service Thai catering, and a 
private party room for up to 50 guests 


Unique Dining Experiences & Courtyards 
of Andover 

13545 Martin St. NW, Andover, MN 55304 
(763) 754-6953 
www.uniquediningexperiences.com 

We constantly strive for absolute perfection 
in everything we do! 


ENTERTAIN MENT 


Bel Canto Quartet 
(952) 926-6679 
www.belcantofour.com 
Artistic Excellence 


Compass Rose Brass Ensemble 
www.compassrosebrass.com/ 

Our mission is to provide top-quality 
performances of top-quality brass music 


Dan Newton's Cafe Accordion Orchestra 
1311 Osage St., St. Paul, MN 

651) 488-1174 

www.cafeaccordion.com 

An eclectic mix full of French flare, Latin 
heat and Bohemian attitude. Perfect for 

weddings! 


Metro Retro 

952) 926-6927 
www.metroretromusic.com 

Jazz, Swing and Blues for all your special 
events 


EVENT PLANNING 


Bash Collective 

2309 E. 35th St., Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 246-3218 

www.thebashcollective.com 

A firm dedicated to making clients' events 
as stylish and well-coordinated as humanly 
possible. 
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Discover Stillwater 

511 Hemlock St. S. 

(651) 351-1717 
www.discoverstillwater.com 

Plan your wedding in the Historic 
Rivertown. 


Discover St. Louis Park 

1660 S. Highway 100, Ste. 132, St. Louis 
Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.discoverstlouispark.com 

There's a space reserved just for you in St. 
Louis Park 


Fabulous Functions 
Julie(afabulousfunctions.com 

(651) 307-0368 
www.fabulousfunctions.com 

Specializing in taking the stress out of 
planning spectacular gatherings to ensure 
memorable times for everyone! 


Magical Memories 

(612) 306-7090 
marsha(àmymagicalmemories.com 
www.mymagicalmemories.com 
Expert wedding planning. Meticulous 
coordination. Modest expense. 
Marsha Chernoff Golob 


Meet Minneapolis 

250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300, 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8104 
www.minneapolis.org/lgbtweddings 
Your free planning starts here. 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 

7100 Northland Circles, Ste. 102, 
Minneapolis, MN 

(763) 566-7722 
www.minneapolisnorthwest.com 

Planning a wedding can be time 
consuming. We are here to give yo some of 
that time back. 


Style-Architects 

219 N. 2nd St., Ste. 400, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 326-9020 

www.style-architects.com 

With a discerning eye for all things 
creative, the team of planners and stylists 
collaborate to articulate your desired 
image. 


Visit Saint Paul 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 

www.idosaintpaul.com 

Tie the knot in Saint Paul - Minnesota's 
capital city. 


FLORAL 


Best Wishes Floral 

689 Winnetka Ave. N., Golden Valley, MN 
55427 

(763) 593-1777 

www.bwfloral.com 

With a background in botany and floral 
design, we have something to offer 
everyone. 


Fleur De Lis Fresh Flowers 

518 Selby Ave., St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-9562 

www.fleurdelisstpaul.com 

Full-service floral design shop, providing 
Cathedral Hill with beautiful flowers for any 
occasion since 1981. 


Garden of Eva 

1585 Marshall Ave., St. Paul, MN 

(651) 646-7244 

www.gardenofeva.net 

Let us help make your day. Each wedding is 
as unique as you are. 


Laurel Street Flowers 

488 Hamline Ave. S., St. Paul, MN 55116 
(651) 221-9700 
www.laurelstreetflowers.com 

Garden and Wildflower arrangements, 
intimately small weddings, and elaborate 
events. 


RJ Kramer Design 

(651) 227-7091 

www.rjkramer.com 

Signature weddings by RJ Kramer Design. 
Floral • Atmosphere * Essence 


Valley Floral Company 

6188 Beach Rd. N., Stillwater, MN 

(651) 439-0611 
www.valleyfloralcompany.com 
Whatever the occasion, our talented 
designers will create fabulous floral 
arrangements to meet and exceed your 
needs. 


GIFTS 


Fantasy Gifts 

814 B Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 355-5505 

9 other Twin Cities locations 
www.fantasygifts.com 

Give something personal without getting 
personal, Gift Cards from Fantasy Gifts. 
Available in any amount. 


The Grand Hand Gallery 

619 Grand Ave., St. Paul, MN 

(651) 312-1122 
www.thegrandhand.com 
Award-winning gallery of fine American 
craft and fine art, featuring regional and 
national artists. 


HAIR & MAKEUP 


Brett Dorrian Artistry Studios 

1595 Selby Ave., Ste. 111, St. Paul, MN 
(651) 253-3559 
www.brettdorrianartistrystudios.com 
Offering custom makeup and hairstyling 
for private clients (brides, events, photo 
shoots] as well as photography. 


JEWELRY 


Arthur's Jewelers 

1717 Lexington Ave. N., Roseville, MN 
(651) 488-0365 
www.arthursjewelers.com 

Expect the unexpected. Known for our 
impeccable taste for great quality and 
affordable prices. 


Charlemagne Fine Jewelry 

1262 Grand Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-1431 
http://www.charlemagnefinejewelry.com 
Exceptional designers of fine jewelry, large 
selection, impeccable custom work. 
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East Fourth Street 

101 5th St., #301, Northfield, MN 

(612) 735-1712 

www.eastfourthstreet.com 

Jewelry that is as ethical as it is beautiful. 
Eco-chic sustainable jewelry from recycled 
metal. 


JB Hudson Jewelers 

901 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 338-5950 

Ridgedale Mall, MN 

(952) 591-0737 
www.jbhudson.com 

Fine Jewelry, watches, giftware. 


Mark Michael Diamond Designs 

7897 Main St. N., Maple Grove, MN 55369 
(763) 494-5700 
www.markmichaeldiamonds.com 
Creating jewelry as unique as you are. 
Because love knows no boundaries. 


Max's 

Shops at Excelsior & Grand. 

3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park, MN 
(952) 922-8364 

www.stylebymax.com 

A unique boutique specializing in artist- 
made fine jewelry, home decor, specialty 
chocolates from around the world! 


Perry Cohn Jewelers 

600 S. Hwy 169 Suite 160, St. Louis Park, 
MN 

(952) 544-5136 
www.perrycohnjewelersmn.com 

The best in custom designing and 
manufacturing in the Twin Cities for the 
past 30 years. 


Scheherazade 

3525 W. 69th St. The Galleria, Edina, MN 
55435 

(952) 926-2455 

www.sjewelers.com 

Locally owned & operated, Scheherazade 
at Galleria showcases diamonds, exquisite 
designer jewelry, and wedding rings. 


T Lee Fine Designer Jewelry 

509 1/2 1st Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 789-2656 

www.tleegold.com 

Sophisticated yet friendly. Luxury without 
pretense. Hip but not trendy. Designer 
jewelry that is powerful and rare. 


Wedding Day Diamonds 

Burnsville • Maplewood e Bloomington e 
Eden Prairie • St. Louis Park * Maple Grove 
www.weddingdaydiamonds.com 

We're not a jewelry store, we are an 
engagement ring store. We offer a 
personalized experience. 

OFFICIANT 


Grand Avenue Wedding Officiants 

889 Grand Ave., Ste. 204, St. Paul, MN 
651] 247-7866 

612) 616-3782 
www.grandofficiants.com 

Our expertise is creating a ceremony for 
you, one that reflects your vision, life and 
ove. 


Natural Blessings 

mvidas(dcomcast.net 

651) 303-6005 
www.nblifecelebrations.com 

Your wedding, your way! Personalized 

o meet your needs and style. Non- 
denominational and inter-faith ceremonies. 
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Pride Wedding Officiate 
prideweddingofficiate(agmail.com 
www.WeddingsByRich.com 

Personalized, religious and nonreligious 
wedding ceremonies. Licensed, ordained 
nondenominational, interfaith pastor. Your 
day, your way. 


Simply Beautiful Weddings 

763) 786-0819 
www.simplybeautifulweddingsmn.com 
Your special day, your way. Wedding 
officiangts offering traditional, non- 
raditional, commitment ceremonies, vow 
renewals. 


Tending the Soul 

debrating(àme.com 

650) 400-6698 

www.debrating.com 

Personal, meaningful and memorable 
ceremonies created uniquely for you, 
weddings, baby blessings, memorials and 
more. 


PHOTO BOOTHS 


Photo Booth A Go Go 

763) 242-8090 
www.photoboothagogo.com 

Rent a real photo booth and create 
keepsake memories for a lifetime. 


The Traveling Photo Booth 

916 26th Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
612) 605-9203 
www.thetravelingphotobooth.com 

Life's biggest moments deserve the 
best. Rentals include real photo booths, 
unrivaled photos and excellent service. 


PHOTOGRAPHY Z 
VIDEOGRAPH Y 


Brett Dorrian Artistry Studios 

1595 Selby Ave., Ste. 111, St. Paul, MN 
(651) 253-3559 
www.brettdorrianartistrystudios.com 
Offering custom makeup and hairstyling 
for private clients (brides, events, photo 
shoots] as well as photography. 


Canary Grey Photography 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 568-5118 

WWW.canarygrey.com 

Wing Ta isn't afraid to go outside the lines in 
order to capture something truly authentic. 


Frank Mazzocco Photography 

1500 Jackson St. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
55413 

(651) 491-1440 
www.mazzoccophotography.com 
Turning great moments into great 
memories through photography! 


LoLa Visuals 

325 Snively Rd., Duluth, MN 

218] 329-2225 

olavisuals.com 

Production company offering photo, 
video and audio services to capture every 
moment of your wedding day. 


RSVP Productions 

763) 561-5683 

rsvp01(dhotmail.com 
www.videobyrsvp.com 

The invisible videographer. Discreet 
camera placement. Personalized Service. 
Experience and Professional. 
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StudioSame Photography 

(651) 247-0681 

pat(astudiosame.com 
www.studiosame.com 

Capturing love and family - for everyone. 


REGISTRY 


TARGET 
www.target.com/wedding 
Be yourself, together 


STATIONERY Z 
INVITATIONS 


Invitations by Dawn 
www.invitationsbydawn.com 

Created by a Minnesota-based company in 
support of marriage equality! 


Litin Everything Party and Paper 

434 Lyndale Ave. N., Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 343-4300 

WWW.epartypaper.com 

Let us help you celebrate your love and 
marriage with pride and joy. 


PostNet in Calhoun Village 

3208 W. Lake St., Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(612) 253-0500 

www.postnet.com/mn104 

We can help create & print something that 
fits perfectly with your event, personality 
and budget! 


TENTS & PARTY REN 


Aprés Party ad Tent Rental 

7625 Cahill Rd., Edina, MN 55439 

(952) 942-3399 

www.apresparty.com 

Dedicated to providing superior quality and 
design .... we strive to make your event a 
truly memorable occasion. 


TRANSPORTATION 


952 LIMO BUS 

(952) 546-6287 
info(arentmypartybus.com 
https://www.rentmypartybus.com 
Weddings, Birthday Parties, Bachelor/ 
Bachelorette Parties. Minnesota's best 
choice for Limo Buses and Party Buses. 


TRAVEL 


AAA Minneapolis 

(952) 545-5454 

WWW.aaa.com 

Celebrate your love with AAA Travel 
offering unique and exciting travel specials 
throughout the year. 


Borton Overseas 

5412 Lyndale Ave.S., Minneapolis, MN 
55419 

(612) 822-4640 
www.bortonoverseas.com 

For an EXTRAORDINARY journey of 
romance 


Ebel's Voyageur Houseboats 

10326 Ash River Trail, Orr, MN 55771 
(888) 883-2357 

www.ebels.com 

Escape to the wilderness without leaving 
anything behind 


Odyssey Resorts 

Beacon Pointe Resort * Caribou Highlands 
Lodge • East Bay Suite « Grand Superior 
Lodge • Larsmont Cottages • Trapper's 
Landing Lodge www.odysseyresorts.com 
Places of distinction. For people of 
character. 


Shire In The Woods 

14044 220th St., McGrath, MN 56350 
(320) 592-0180 
www.shireinthewoods.com 

The Shire Awaits You. Groups, individuals, 
couples, weddings, retreats, families and 
more! Seven unique cottages 


Travel Leaders 

2740 Main St., Coon Rapids, MN 

(763) 323-3665 

www.riverdaletravel.com 

For more than 26 years Riverdale Travel 
has provided travelers with the highest level 
of service for each and every trip. 


VENUE 


The American Swedish Institute 

2600 Park Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3368 

www.asimn.org 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek Nelson 
Cultural Center - perfect settings for your 
wedding/event, big or small. 


Aria 

105 North 1st St. N., Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 342-2742 

www.ariampls.com 

Aria is a one-of-a-kind venue, combining 
old world charm with new world chic. 


Axel's and Bonfire 

2 brands • 9 locations • 1 number. 
Weddings, family celebrations, corporate 
events. Spaces for 10-300. 

Contact: Jessica Jarve 

(612) 237-9439 
events(daxelsbonfire.com 
www.axelsrestaurants.com 
www.bonfirewoodcooking.com 


Bayview Event Center 

687 Excelsior Blvd., Excelsior, MN 55331 
(952) 470-8439 

www.bayviewevent.com 

Bayview events are unforgettable! 
Panoramic views, stunning 
accommodations, exquisite catering and 
charter cruises create memories! 


Bigelow Chapel at United Theological 
Seminary of the Twin Cities 

3000 5th St. NW, New Brighton, MN 

(651) 225-5145 
unitedseminary.edu/bigelow/weddings.asp 
A stunning, intimate setting for up to 200 
guests. All faiths welcome. 


Bin on the Park 

400 Sibley St., St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-9463 

www.binwinebar.com 

Sophisticated and unique space for a 
wedding, reception, wine tasting, rehearsal 
dinner and more. 


Black Bear Crossings on the Lake 

1360 N. Lexington Pkwy., St. Paul, MN 
55103 

(651) 488-4920 
www.blackbearcrossings.com 

Start this new chapter of your lives together 
atthe serene Como Lakeside Pavilion. 


Campus Club 

403 Coffman Memorial Union 

300 Washington Ave. SE, Minneapolis. MN 
55455 

(612) 625-5089 

www.campusclubmn.org 

Celebrate your wedding at the Campus 
Club. We feature exquisitely prepared local 
& organic food. 


Country Inn & Suites By Carlson 

6003 Hudson Rd., Woodbury, MN 

(651) 739-7300 
www.countryinns.com/woodbury-hotel- 
mn-55125/mnwoodbu 

All new hotel and restaurant with award 
winning, full service catering. Ceremony, 
receptions, rehearsal dinners and more. 


DoubleTree By Hilton Downtown St. Paul 
411 Minnesota St., St. Paul, MN 

(651) 291-8800 

www.DoubleTree.com 

Here to make your wedding day memorable 
and stress-free, from securing guest rooms 
to planning a delicious menu. 


The Fountain Room 

10 S. 5th St., Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 843-2575 
www.thefountainroommpls.com 

A newly remodeled event space that boasts 
old-world charm, in the heart of downtown 
Minneapolis. 


Fortune Bay Resort Casino 

1430 Bois Forte Rd., Tower, MN 55790 
(800) 992-7529 
www.fortunebay.com/meetings-events/ 
weddings/ 

The premier location for wedding 
receptions in the Northland. 


French Hen 

518 Selby Ave., St. Paul, MN 

(651) 222-6201 

www.frenchhencafe.com 

An intimate destination for an array of 
private events, including small weddings. 
Catering Available. 


Gale Mansion 

2115 Stevens Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-1662 

www.galemansion.com 

A beautiful historic mansion located just 
south of Downtown Minneapolis for private 
or corporate entertaining. 


Green Acres Event Center 

14150 Pioneer Trail, Eden Prairie, MN 
(952) 942-5220 
greenacreseventcenter.com 

An Enchanting Event Center in a Historic 
Barn, the perfect venue to create beautiful 
and unforgettable memories. 


Happy Gnome 

498 Selby Ave., St. Paul, MN 

(651) 287-2018 
www.thehappygnome.com 

Formal or casual venue for wedding 
receptions, rehearsal dinners, or special 
occasions of 30-100 guests. 


Hazeltine National Golf Club 

1900 Hazeltine Blvd., Chaska, MN 55318 
(952) 556-5420 
www.hazeltinenational.com/weddings- 
events/ 

Events at Hazeltine are filled with a sense 
of exclusivity, tempered with an inviting, 
relaxed appeal. 


Hilton Minneapolis-Bloomington West 
3900 American Blvd. W., Bloomington, MN 
55437 

(952) 830-5250 
www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/minnesota/ 
hilton-minneapolis-bloomington- 
MSPBWHF/index.html 

Celebrating Love is a Hilton Tradition 


The Hotel Minneapolis 

215 Ath St. S., Minneapolis, MN 

612) 340-2000 
www.thehotelminneapolis.com 

Providing professional service to ensure 
your wedding will be not merely successful, 
but memorable for years to come. 


Jackpot Junction 

39375 County Highway 24, Morton, MN 
56270 

800) WIN-CASH 
www.jackpotjunction.com/meetings/ 
weddings/ 

Our staff of experts are waiting to custom 
design your wedding reception or rehearsal 
dinner. 


Jax Café 

1928 University Ave. NE, Minneapolis 
(612) 789-7297 

www.jaxcafe.com 

Make your wedding extraordinary by 
celebrating in our Cosmopolitan Room, 
100-300 guests. 


Just for Me and Stillwater Fitness Club 
110 S. Greeley St., Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651) 439-4662 
www.medinaentertainment.com 

Turning Your Dreams into Memories. 
Providing Elegance and Charm Without the 
Downtown Pricing! 


La Grolla 

425 Selby Ave., Minneapolis, MN 
(651) 221-1061 
www.lagrollastpaul.com 

Your St. Paul location for intimate 
celebrations, with delicious food and 
delectable wine. 


Lake Elmo Inn Event Center 

3712 Layton Ave. N., Lake Elmo, MN 55042 
(651) 779-5994 

www.lakeelmoinn.com 

Restaurant eCatering eEvent Center World 
class catering without the downtown prices 


Loring Kitchen & Bar 

1359 Willow St., Minneapolis, MN 55403 
612) 843-0400 

www.loringkitchen.com 

Save your date. Book your wedding event 
oday. 


McNamara Alumni Center 

200 Oak St. SE, Minneapolis, MN 

612) 624-9831 

www.mac-events.org 

This architecturally-stunning venue hosts 
celebrations from 100 to 400 people. 
D'Amico Catering, adjacent parking and 
hotel. 


Medina Entertainment Center 

500 Highway 55, Medina,MN 55340 

763) 478-6661 
www.medinaentertainment.com/ 

Turning your dreams into memories. 
Providing elegance and charm without the 
downtown pricing! 
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Millennium Hotel 

1313 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 359-2227 
www.millenniumhotels.com/usa/ 
millenniumhotelminneapolis/ 

The difference is in the details. 


Minneapolis Event Centers 

212 Main St. SE, Ste. 212, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 564-3777 
www.minneapoliseventcenters.com 
Minneapolis Event Centers and its portfolio 
of four unique venues offers the perfect 
blend of endless possibilities. 


Minneapolis Marriott Northwest 

7025 Northland Dr. N., Brooklyn Park, MN 
55428 

(877) 303-1681 
www.minneapolismarriottnw.com 

For a wedding as unique as you. Ask about 
our new wedding reception package. 


Minneapolis Park and Recreation Wedding 
and Reception sites 

2117 West River Rd., Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 230-6427 

www.minneapolisparks.org 

Several beautiful sites available to make 
your outdoor wedding truly unique and 
memorable. 


Moscow on the Hill 

371 Selby Ave., St.Paul, MN 

(651) 291-1236 
www.moscowonthehill.com 

Plan your wedding and celebrate in 
authentic Russian style. Beautiful spaces, 
inside and out. 


Nonna Rosa's Ristorante Italiano 

4168 W. Broadway Ave., Robbinsdale, MN 
55422 

(763) 537-3700 
www.nonnarosaswinebar.com 

Our Venetian inspired banquet room 

is perfect for your rehearsal dinner or 
wedding reception. 


Paradise Charter 

Р.О. Box 563, Excelsior, MN 55331 

(952) 474-8058 
www.twincitiescruises.com 

Weddingse Receptionse Rehearsal 
Dinnerse Engagement Partiese and more! 


Profile Event Center 

2630 University Ave. SE, Minneapolis, MN 
55414 

(612) 331-5000 
www.profileeventcenter.com 

Beyond ordinary, extraordinary. A dynamic 
and exciting setting for GLBT wedding 
receptions. 


Radisson Blu - Mall of America 
2100 Killebrew Dr., Bloomington, MN 
(952) 881-5258 
www.radissonblumoa.com 

Let our hotel help you celebrate your 
special landmark day with style! 


Radisson Roseville 

2540 N. Cleveland Ave., Roseville, MN 
55113 

(651) 367-3904 
www.radisson.com/rosevillemn 

For your wedding, we're your PERFECT 
MATCH 


Saint Paul Hotel 

300 Market St., St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 292-9292 
www.stpaulhotel.com 

Make our history a part of yours. 


Solera Restaurant and Event Center 

900 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0062 

www.solera-restaurant.com 

Features outdoor and indoor space for 
private ceremonies, receptions, dinners and 
meeting. 


W.A. Frost 

374 Selby Ave., St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5715 

www.wafrost.com 

Incomparable ambiance and rare old world 
character located on historic Cathedral Hill. 


Water Street Inn 

101 Water St. S., Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651) 439-6000 

www.waterstreetinn.us 

Your complete wedding destination on the 
shores of the St. Croix River 
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{ EVER AFTER } 


After the party: 
How saying | do affects your taxes 


Hundreds of GLBT couples have tied the knot in Minnesota since 
our state legalized same-sex marriages on Aug. 1. Many other same-sex 
Minnesotan couples had previously wed in other states or countries. If 
you're among those newlyweds—or plan to join them—congratulations! 

Having the freedom to marry who we love has far greater signifi- 
cance (and consequence) than financial matters and household budget- 
ing. But, like all married couples, you'll return from your honeymoon 
to a host of mundane details and responsibilities—including how your 
marital bliss affects your state (and federal) taxes. The short answer: 
Just the same as any other married couple in Minnesota. 

In June, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the federal govern- 
ment must recognize same-sex marriages and provide the same 
benefits that other married couples receive. Two months later, the 
IRS issued a ruling on how to implement the Supreme Court deci- 
sion at the federal level. 

The IRS now recognizes all legal same-sex marriages for tax pur- 
poses. This includes couples who now live in states that don’t rec- 
ognize their marriages. Couples who wed before this year can - but 
don't have to – file an amended federal return as married for previous 
“open” years (usually the three preceding years). 

The IRS ruling paved the way for the Minnesota Department of 
Revenue to provide information on filing state tax returns. Same-sex 
married couples will be treated the same as all other married couples 
in Minnesota. This equality extends to how you file your taxes for 
2013 and beyond. 

These changes can affect any or all of the calculations on your 
tax return that relate to your filing status as a married couple. Some 
examples include: 

* [f you're married, you must file as *married filing joint" (if you 
file one return with your spouse) or “married filing separate” 
(if you each file your own return). You must use the same filing 
status on your Minnesota and federal returns. 

* [f you amend your federal tax return for a previous year, you 
must also amend your Minnesota return for that year, with 
the same filing status. 

* [f you take the personal and dependent exemption - or the stan- 
dard deduction - on your federal return, you must do the same 
on your state return. If you file separate returns, you must both 
take the standard deduction or both take itemized deductions. 

* [f you claim the earned income tax credit or child tax credit, 
you must use the same filing status and other information as on 
your state and federal tax returns. 
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* Employee benefits that you get for, or from, your spouse are 
treated the same for tax purposes as they would be for any mar- 
ried couple. 

* When making contributions to an IRA, you're subject to the 
same limits as other married couples. 

Each couple's tax situation is unique, so you may want to consult 
a tax professional for advice and instructions on how to file or amend 
your tax returns. 


What's in a name? Under the IRS ruling and under Minnesota law, 
the term “marriage” does not include registered domestic partnerships, civ- 
il unions, or other similar formal relationships recognized under state law, 
whether between same-sex or opposite-sex individuals. 

Other states: If you live or file an income tax return in another state that 
doesn't recognize your marriage, you may have to file that state's return as 
“single” or “head-of-household.” Check that state's laws for more informa- 
tion. 


More Information: 


Minnesota Department of Revenue 

Minnesota Tax Information for Same-Sex Married Couples 
(www.revenue.state.mn.us/businesses/withholding/ 
Documents/09%2005%2013_MarriageChart%20FINAL.pdf) 


Same-Sex Marriage Information for Individual Taxpayers 
(www.revenue.state.mn.us/individuals/individ_income/Pages/SameSex- 
Marriage.aspx) 


Same-Sex Marriage Information for Employers 
(www.revenue.state.mn.us/businesses/withholding/Pages/Same-SexMar- 
riage.aspx) 


Internal Revenue Service 

IRS FAQs for Same Sex Married Couples 
(www.irs.gov/uac/Answers-to-Frequently-Asked-Questions-for-Same-Sex- 
Married-Couples) 


IRS FAQs for Registered Domestic Partners and Individuals in Civil Union 
(www.irs.gov/uac/Answers-to-Frequently-Asked-Questions-for-Registered- 
Domestic-Partners-and-Individuals-in-Civil-Unions) L1 


The Minnesota Department of Revenue provided information for this article. Find more 
at www.revenue.state.mn.us 


beyond ordinary, extraordinary 


All Inclusive! 


Onsite Catering & Decorations 

Event Coordinators 

High Tech Sound & Lighting 

Private Suites & Outdoor Patios 
Located in the heart of the Twin Cities 


profileeventcenter.com 


612.331.5000 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


BRIDE'S CHOICE 
wards 


2013 
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| THROUGH THESE EYES } 


by dustin Jones 


Fifteen Years Married: 
A Chat 


with the Fladmarks 


Jerry and Travis Fladmark have been married for 15 years. We 
chatted with them about their marriage and marriage equality. 

Justin: How long have you been together? In what year did 
you marry? 

Jerry & Travis: We met in April 1995, started dating in Septem- 
ber 1995, and were engaged on Jerry's 40th birthday - April 21st, 
1996. We had a rather large wedding (160 guests) on Valentine’s Day 
in 1998 at the First Unitarian Society in Minneapolis. We had to wait 
for more than 10 years to get legally married in the United States — in 
San Francisco, CA on August 26, 2008. 

J: Tell me about the proposal. 

J&T: Jerry said for years before we met that he was going to mar- 
ry the man sitting across the table from him on his 40th birthday. 
He kept his word. He got down on one knee at the Table of Contents 
restaurant in Minneapolis between the entrZe and the dessert. 

J: When you announced your marriage, how did you fami- 
lies take the news? 

J&T: Overwhelmingly excited for us. There were a few people that 
were less than excited, but we didn't experience any outright rejection. 
It was very new to folks in 1996. In fact, when we put our engagement 
photo in the Star Tribune, it caused a big stir — a same-sex engagement 
announcement had never been done before. We were called by radio 
stations for interviews. Conversely, we were not able to put our anni- 
versary photo and announcement in the Star Tribune 10 years later. 

J: You've been married for 15 years. What's your secret? 
What's the recipe for longevity in a relationship? 

J&T: Just two words: “Yes Dear.” Just kidding... the secret is sim- 
ple - honesty and communication. 

J: Is there something more than love to consider before 


getting married? 

J&T: Where you are at personally in life. You have to be able to 
love yourself before you can really love someone else. 

J: Have you ever felt discriminated against because of your 
marriage? 

J&T: We were discriminated against when Trav changed jobs. Be- 
cause of DOMA, we were unable to keep Jerry insured through CO- 
BRA. Since he has diabetes and high blood pressure, we were ner- 
vous that he would be excluded under a pre-existing condition clause. 
We were also discriminated against on our taxes, paying higher taxes 
on income and healthcare when our marriage wasn't recognized. 

J: What did it mean for you when the Minnesota State Leg- 
islature legalized same-sex marriage? 

J&T: It meant more than almost anything in our lives. To finally 
have the "official" stamp of approval and equal recognition was so 
heartwarming and endearing. Of course, the our more practical side 
was thrilled with the money we would save in taxes and healthcare 
costs. We now feel fully a part of our community and more secure as 
we face life's inevitable uncertainties. 

J: Any advice for planning a wedding? 

J&T: Keep it within your budget or save money first. Financial is- 
sues are one of the biggest issues that seem to come up for couples. 
There's no sense starting your marriage in debt from a wedding. 
Other than that have fun with it and make it all about your love for 
one another. It is your day! We discussed the wedding day with our 
close friends and really let them take over big parts of the day. So, we 
could relax and be present in the moment. 

Another secret to longevity? They've never raised their voices in an 
argument, though Jerry's hearing does require it on other matters... Ll 
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Minneapolis Event Centers and its portfolio of four 
unique venues offer the perfect blend of endless possibilities. 


St. Anthony Main Event Space 


Located in the Historic East River District, this space offers a vintage feel with just the right touch 
of modern amenities. Our open design, with Atrium and Garden spaces, will make your next event 


exceed all expectations. 


Fine Line Music Café 


Part of the Twin Cities Live Music Scene for over twenty-five years, and is built on character, class, 


and edgy sophistication. 


The Venue and Aqua Event Center 


The epitome of futuristic ideals, with state of the art audio and video capabilities. 


MINNEAPOLIS 
EVENT CENTERS 


LAVEN DER'S 


KOU T 


ANT THE MOVIES 


PRESENTS 


Sou | HERN 
BAPTIST 


کو 


| A Film by Del Shores 


Thursday, December 12 


Doors open: 6:45 PM * Movie Begins: 7:30 PM 
St. Anthony Main Theatre 


115 Main St. SE ° Minneapolis, MN 


TICKETS: 
$10 Advance • $15 at the door (based on availability) 


Purchase tickets at www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


Ticket sales benefit Minneapolis Movie Bears and OUT Twin Cities Film Festival 


[e нә: Roya Moltaji MetLife 
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AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


(HAGENS 2222) 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 


All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 = 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORAL SHOPS 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


\ 


Let us help make your 
wedding Magical! ! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
+ Training courses 
4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 
Robbinsdale - 763-533-9594 


3621 88th Ave. NE 
Circle Pines • 763-792-4867 


billsgs.com 


Advertise your 
business in 


THE NETWORK 


Call 
612-436-4698 


«o 
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612-205-5618 


Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 


r 


= НЕ ТЕЕ? 


ARCHITECTU 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 


shelterarchitecture.com 


We're your expert 
home heating, 
cooling and 
plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 
uptownheatingandcooling.com 


cm 


‘PLUMBING * HEATING * COOLING 


¢ 36 years experience 


BUILDERS L 
man Owned 
model & Additions 


Vill work with your Architect 


93) 


slwilliams04G yahoo.com 
www.slwbuilders.com 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE e REPAR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING + PLASTERING 
BATHROOM * CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
S2- ei ce 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


zie) e 


ODERLIN 


612-721-4080 — IE 
PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #M1764#M359 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


RESTORETHISFLOOR 


= Floor Sanding * Hardwood Restoration 
= Floor Refinishing = Installation and Repair 


QUICK ESTIMATES AND PROMPT SERVICE 
COVERING THE TWIN CITIES METRO AREA 


612-208-9292 


www.restorethisfloor.com 


MATT TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
UCENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal ° Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


e£ 


Home Efficiencies 


Windows...) 
om 


Snap X 


INDUSTRY LEADING 


construction inc. 10 YEAR 
— It's шање 


constructi 


Siding 
Insulation 


Roofing 
Gutters 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 

> a, 

AMERICAN FAMILY 


07497 9/13 
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INSURANCE PSYCHOTHERAPY REAL ESTATE 
Call me today to see how you can save when # = = Instant Access to 
you шз 238 OS policies. ү Ryan Dean PhD LP FP He Minneapolis’ Top Gay ^ 
z @ $ Licensed Psychologist y— Е & Lesbian Realtors. i: 
DAVID KINNEY Allstate. á „Сау RealEstate Z 
9358 ENSIGN AVE, BLOOMINGTON "^" aly heallistate agy 
A060877@allstate.com The Beacon Clinic (651) 583-7899 "nd VourPerlect Reent Online: 
Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and 790 Cleveland Ave S, Ste. 201 ryandeanphd@gmail.com 
qualifications. Discount amount may be lower. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance St. Paul, MN 55116 „thet ПЕГИ 


Company, Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Le» 


FARMERS 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


MASSAGE THERAPY 


Deep Tissue Sports Massage 
by tan athletic male. 


Flexible hours. mee 


VISA 
Е 


Text: (612) 747-2401. =: 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


LARPENTEUR 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


“Because Our Pets are Family” 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 
Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
Dr. Christy Hutchins 

— À 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. =. —- 
651-487-3712 • larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist + 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


» = 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Carise Rotach-Beard 


MA, LMFT 


Individual & Relationship Counseling 
Ç 651-983-9215 


co ive 


sparkcollabo.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep i the city or Ош iv the burbs. 
612.986.8622 
kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


Knowledge * Honesty * A 
f Ё - B Deb Casper, CRS AR 


ФЭ 651-407-7864 «e» 
1 ":. . > (9 VQ IAS `: 


Free Consultation « RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


772 


ané ` 
Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


س 
www.thenancywalkerteam.com‏ 
nwalker@cbburnet.com‏ 


612.827.9537 


Congratulations 
Minnesota! 


COLDWELL 
BANKER O 


BURNET 
kin omc* AR 


EDINA REALTY mom 


612۰834230 
lynnrossom@edinarealty.com 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist 5/ 


MAVRIK 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


612.270.5722 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


J ust For Me Sipe in Historic Stillwater 


~ Spa/Salon Treatments 
~ Spa Accommodations 
~ We Welcome Groups: 
Weddings, Reunions, Getaways, 


justformespa.com 
651-439-4662 


Invisible 


Natural Blessings 


Wedding and Life Celebrations 
Officiant Mary C. Vidas 


My Partner Jane and I join you in 
celebration of Marriage Equality! 


Non-Denominational and 
Interfaith Celebrations 


Pre-Marriage Counseling 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 
of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 

Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota's 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 

22 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
clan lies Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the 
health and wellness of LGBTQ 
communities through research, 
education and advocacy. 
3249 Hennepin Ave. S. #45 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 
Www.nSPOT'org/Minnasala 
www.capsprogram.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

t 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 
Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 
The World And Every Period Of 


Human History. Free Admission 


Daily! 
2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 

commerce working to invigorate, 

build & partner for a diverse 
usiness community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 
"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 
designing the wedding of your 
reams. 
175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
St. Paul, MN $5102 
(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


EDUCATION 
Watershed High School 


In our community, every student is 
an honored student. Come as you 
are! 

6541 16th Ave. S. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 871-4363 


www.watershedhs.org 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 


American Swedish Institute, 
e 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small. 

2600 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 


sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 


St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 
www.familytree 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.glibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 
480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 290-1500 

www.mpr.org 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University о 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MENTAL HEALTH 


People Incorporated Mental 
Health Services 

Proudly serving the GLBT 
community's mental health 
counseling needs at three 
convenient Twin Cities locations. 
2060 Centre Pointe Blvd., Ste. 3 
St. Paul, MN 55120 

(651) 635-0095 


www.peopleincorporated.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 
Museum, Minnesota History 
Center, Northwest Company Fur 
Post, James J. Hill House an 
Historic Fort Snelling. They’re 
located all around the state. Learn 
more at 

www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
Welcomes you to Social Science, a 


bi-monthly event for adults only! 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 


(651) 221-2547 


www.smm.org/socialscience 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
know where to look. Expand your 
vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America’s flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo 
Vänskä, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 
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Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 

An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
performances. 

P.O. Box 6116 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 

promotes cultural pluralism through 

artistic excellence and Radical 

Hospitality no-cost admission 
rogram. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse 
world-class dance and music artists. 
(612) 625.6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and educationa 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of 
America-Minnesota 
Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, good- 
natured, and make excellent pets. 
info@gpa-mn.org 
www.gpa-mn.org 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 

Be in! Call today! 

(763) 754-9754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to ШЕШ ОП, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 
Progressive Christianity, Tradional 
Setting & Service, Social Action, 
The Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 
Richfield United Methodist 


Churc 

The Church of the Imperfect. 

Engaging worship, wisdom, 
ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 
oin us! 

5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 


Minneapolis, M 
(612) 861-6086 
www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
ourney... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
M Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan 

Ministr 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATION 
+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 
Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 
Church to the GLBTQA Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 
www.stpaulref.org 

United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome a 
people regardless of sexua 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 
Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 
big questions. Certificate or degree 


pro rams and community education. 


000 5th St. NW 
New Brighton, MN 
(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SENIORS/ELDERS 


Little Brothers - Friends of the 
Iderly 

Volunteer-based nonprofit 

organization committed to providing 

companionship for isolated seniors 

in the Twin Cities area. 

1845 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 721-6215 


www littlebrothersmn.org 


Prime Timers - MSP 

Providing gay and bi men 
opportunities to come together for 
social, educational and recreational 
activities. 

1730 New Brighton Blvd., PMB 162 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 371-9537 


www.primetimersww.org/ptmsp/ 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League TCGSL 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 32 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 

Afton Area Business 

Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 

weekend ayy, Historie Rivertown: 

ining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 

Events Weddings з 
ox 


Golf, Events, dings. 
PO Box 102 

Afton, MN 55001 
(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwoter/Ook Pork Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 

7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 

Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 586-7722 

mplsnw.com 

into@mplsnw.com 

Located minutes from downtown 

Minneapolis Popular destination 

or abundant shopping, unique 
FREE Parkin 


restaurants, and arking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


2005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 


Numerous special events. 
13000 Zoo Bivd. 


es aes 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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EDUCATION 


LEARN SPANISH AT EASE 
Class Minnesota offers Spanish classes, 
from Beginners to Advanced, in small 


CLASSIFIEDS 


- Spanish 


groups of up to six students. Timely and 


original materials. (651) 917-3445. www. 


spanishclassmn.com. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Seeking Managers and Representatives. 
Customer-Service 
experience a plus. Flexible hours and Earn 
up to $500+ per month. Call: (612) 567-1670. 


Self-Managed апа 


COTTAGE HOUSE ° 


Market * Next sale: A FALL FLING - OCT. 
Wed 1-7pm, Thurs/Fri 
10am-7pm, Sat/Sun 10am-ópm • 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


WEDDING RESOURCES 


LGBT WEDDING OFFICIANT - | will 
officiate your 
style and wishes to create a meaningful 
and memorable ceremony. Text Kris at 
celebratingyourlove.officiant(@gmail.com. 


wedding honoring your 


Have your wedding your way. Personal. 
Reasonable. Simple. JRG MINISTRY, www. 
jrgministry.com. 


occasional 


HOUSE CLEANING 


TERRY LIDDELL, Residential 


cleaning. 


Dependable - Honest. Excellent references. 


Weekly, bi-weekly, 


monthly, 


flexible 


schedules in Minneapolis & Eau Claire. 


tliddellcleaning(ayahoo.com. 


(612) 834-4887. 


Call Terry: 


Wedding Certificates, 
Anniversary Gifts: 
custom-designed for 
celebrating your love. Contact Lori Tews: 
(612) 756-4586 or write2lori(dhotmail.com. 
Visit my website at www.loritews.com. 
Testimonials available. 


Vow Mementos, 
Calligraphy and art 
honoring and 
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Blackbird Cafe 


Casually classic comfort foods, thoughtful 
beer & wine list. Breakfast, lunch, 
dinner & late night dining! 


3800 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 
(612) 823-4790 
www.blackbirdmpls.com 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


The University of Minnesota recently launched new HIV clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 


Find out more at hiv.umn.edu 
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INSPIRED BY SMALL 
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 
KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 4096 Alc/Vol. 
©2013 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 


